The “Golden Age”

The years following World War Il saw the highest ever average attendances for football. For those who
had been in uniform a football crowd created a strong sense of belonging to their home town, often
after years away. The Swansea crowd averages of the late 1940s have never been topped. 28,623

watched the Swans sweep back to Division 2 in 1949 with a 2-1 victory over Newport.

The 1940s ended with the notable debut of local lad Ivor Allchurch, ushering in a‘Golden Age’ of Swansea
football. During the 1950s Swansea Town had an abundance of local players of high quality. In November
1952 at Fulham, only one of the team was not Welsh and eight of the players were from Swansea. Three sets
of brothers played for the team during this time: Gilbert and Cyril Beech; Ivor and Len Allchurch; and Cliff

and Brin Jones.

The club continued to struggle financially and the fans’ biggest moan was the selling of talented players to
bigger clubs. The great promise of the decade looked to have come to nothing, when, after avoiding

relegation on the last day of the 1957-58 season, Ivor Allchurch was sold to Newcastle the following autumn.

: ' o , SWANSEA TOWN AF.C.
LEEDS U NITE D BLUE AND GOLD : Z ok L7 LIMITED

OFFICIAL PROGRAMME - - - - 3d.

WOOD
2—DUNN 3—ASHALL

; 4-—G]BSON ' 5—CHARLTON 6—KERFOOT
December 26, 1949 - Ivor Allchurch makes his debut v West Ham United away. 8—NIGHTINGALE =~ 9—CHARLES  10—RIPLEY  11—-OVERFIELD
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Result of corresponding match last season: LEEDS UNITED 5 — SWANSEA TOWN 2.
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I r O e s A u r 3 sets of brothers on pitch at Leeds. ‘ : 4
3 seto frodyrary cae yn Leeds. Official Programme v Leeds Utd.

Rhaglen Swyddogol yn erbyn Leeds Utd.

Yn y blynyddoedd ar ol yr Ail Ryfel Byd, cafwyd y presenoldeb mwyaf ar gyfartaledd ar gyfer pél-droed. I'r rhai a oedd wedi bod yn gwasanaethu yn y lluoedd
arfog, roedd torf bél-droed yn meithrin ymdeimlad o berthyn i'w trefi, yn aml ar 61 blynyddoedd oddi cartref.

Nid yw'r cyfartaleddau torfeydd Abertawe ar ddiwedd y 1940au erioed wedi'u curo.

Roedd 28,623 o gefnogwyr wedi gwylio'r Elyrch yn cyrraedd Adran 2 unwaith eto ym 1949 gyda buddugoliaeth 2-1

dros Gasnewydd.

Daeth y 1940au i ben gyda pherfformiad cyntaf nodedig bachgen ifanc lleol o'r enw Ivor Allchurch, a oedd yn hebrwng 'Oes Aur'
i bél-droed yn Abertawe Yn ystod y 1950au roedd gan Dref Abertawe doreth o chwaraewyr lleol o safon. Ym mis Tachwedd 1952 yn
Fulham, roedd pob aelod o'r tim namyn un yn Gymry ac roedd wyth o'r chwaraewyr yn dod o Abertawe. Roedd tair set o frodyr yn

chwarae dros y tim yn ystod y cyfhod hwn: Gilbert a Cyril Beech; Ivor a Len Allchurch; a Cliff a Bryn Jones.

Parhaodd y clwb i ddioddef yn ariannol a chwyn fwyaf y cefnogwyr oedd gwerthu chwaraewyr talentog i glybiau mwy. Roedd
addewid y degawd i'w weld yn troi'n llwch, pan, ar 6l osgoi diraddiad ar ddiwrnod olaf tymor 1957-58, gwerthwyd Ivor Allchurch

i Newcastle yr hydref canlynol.
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1st game in Division 2, 1949. 1945 - Swansea's Len Comley scores v Coventry.
3 sets of brothers on pitch at Leeds. Gém cyntaf yn Adran 2, 1949. 1945 - Len Comley o Abertawe'n sgorio’n erbyn Coventry.
3 seto frodyr ary cae yn Leeds.
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