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SUNDAY 24TH APRIL 1994 _Bookings are being taken at "The G
depart : jiv-public house {lLower Oxford
i S D s Tt anch
Gorselnon - 8.00 and immedlatsly after home matches, For
Gl 6.10 R e
mfelin - 8.10 . .
Swansea Library - 8.30
bring refreshments Full payment
but strictly no alcohol ) at i of

return straight after match booking * e ——
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ON SALE
FROM TITS
PRICED

To Andrew and Envis on the birth of thelr daughter Angharad on 2nd March.
To Adrian (whaal tfim) and Lynatte on thelr angagement on 18th March.

To Harold (Dad} and Sharon on their wedd) ng on 19th March. Has anyone else
besn to Wycombe on honeymoon? ,

Swnms aerenn {038 CardMf wuenn {030
Penney 67 (pen} Al 3,71
Swmuacm Fraustane, Jenxing, Slods, Fa a, Hairls,
SR Pascos, Bowen, Peanay, Torpey, Cornlorth, Hodge. Subs:
Jones, Chappis, McFariane.

Cardit Clty Williams, Brazil, Sesria, Alzs d,
Bacdelay. Parry, weqa xEdG\ﬁmF dy.
Suba: KLt Miliar
Ratar VC He! w(S !Eh I!)
BURNIOS o AB 10 7 232 16 3 4 1215 3 BG
y Brighton. .. 38 & 7 42820 4 7 81823 BO
fr A Blaokpootun—n 4051 2 73630 4 2 14 2034 4@
Rotharbam.. 37 6 3 52020 4 & B 2027 48
n Hudderofid .o 38 § 7 61824 6 § § 2226 48
Pudivisct 39 6 5 91820 6 3102735 44
Gt emmiiiiccns 35 B 5 42010 7 410 1936 41
XSS s 3 6 T 63279 2 5111133 38
Hortleposhu. 40 7 31025 30 1 613 11 35 33
Barnat 38 3 5111826 f £1317 66 28

don't you just luv it
when that happens
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SUBSCRIBE :
Ensure you don't miss a copy. Five
issues wili cost £3 inclusive of postage.
50 don't be a Cardiff fan, remember
smart folk subscribe.

MATERIAL «
The Ja_ck::a!ways needs loads of new
material, so if you have amy articles,
cartonns or commients piease send them

in.. Anyonc who has seat in :'ma!es'ia'l,-
~ thanks, if it is suitable it will appear

S804,

_LETTERS :

The Jack: also wanis lefters for it's

Jack-Mail slot. Got something to say,
then get writing.

BACK ISS5UES :
Issue I — 5 copies left at £2 + sae
Issue 2 ~ 15 copies left at 50p + sae
Issue 3 ~ 3 copies left at 50p + sae
Issue 4 - 2 copies left at 50p + sae
Issue 5 — B copies left at 50p + sae

NEXT ISSUE :
Issue seven will probably be avaitable at
the Fulham home game on May 7th.

Welcome to, and thanks for buying issue six of The Jack. As you flick through
these pages you will notice a considerable improvement in the quality of the
typeface. This is thanks to a new laser printer. '

Apologies for the spelling mistakes and errors in the last issue. That's whai
happens when a fanzine is finalised at two o'clock in the morning before it's seni
{0 the printers! It will not happen again, we hope! Thanks to everyone whe
wrote in with letters and articles for this issue. The fantastic response is clearly
visable in the four page Jack~Mail column. Keep writing though, we always

need fresh material, whether it be letters, articles or cartoons.

The end of the season is approaching and with it the end of the first series of
The Jack However you won't be able o get rid of us that guickly. There is still
one more issue due out before the last game of 1993 / 04. Issue seven will L
available at the Fulham game on May 7th. The Jack is not planning 10 release .
an edition for either the Autoglass Final or the Welsh Cup final (if we geo
there).

As part of the end of season formalities, The Jack is conducting a questionairé.
The four page yellow question sheet is enclosed in the middle pages of this
issue. There will also be another 500 copies circulated to Swansea fans who do
not buy the fanzine. Therefore the survey is possibly the biggest ever conducied
amongst Swansea Cily fans in recent years. Jt will give you, the supporter, the
chance fo register your opinions on a number of specific topics. It is for ihis
reason that it is very important that as many people as possible complete and

return the questionaire.

The answers which you give to the survey will be published in the May edition
of The Jack. The findings will also be sent to Doug Sharpe at Swansea City
Football Club. The quesiionaire will give Sharpe a clear representative picture
of the supporters views on a number of important issues. How the club aciy
upon the questionaire will be monitored closely by The Jack.
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David Corcorain belleves it
is thne that (e Swans had
o soclal clul, even I oniy
of @ femmusorary basis.

With the demise of so many public
houses in the vicinity of the Vetch,
surely now is the time for the Swans
to obtain their own Club house.
Swansea City must be one of the few
clubs in the entire football league
who haven't got their own social
club. A successful social ciub can
pencrate much needed income for
any club, and there are many Rugby
and Football clubs who benefit
enormously from their social clubs.
Just one example. Crewe Alexandra
gencrate so much revenue from their
social club, that it covers the clubs
entire running costs!

A social ciub becomes a focal point

for all supporters on match days, but

can also be used throughout the year,
helping to bring in much needed
income over the summer months,

[.am sure the breweries who own the
empty pubs in the Sandfields area
would only be too happy to lease one
of them to the Swans. After all, at
present they are deriving no income

from a closed pub and it would be in
their interests to see at least one 1¢-
opened. With Chairman Sharpe in the
building trade, it would not prove an
insurmountable task to convert one of
the disused pubs into a social club.

As well as housing a base for thirsty
fans on match days, it should have a
function room which could be hired
to the supporters clubs and also to
other outside organisations. A well
run social club would have no end of
possibilities for making moncy for
the club, Weddings, Christenings, and
other gatherings, the list for which a
club could be used for is endless,

I realise with the talk of a possible
move from the Vetch, Sharpe may be
a little reluctant to commit the club
to anything over a long term in the
Yetch Field area. However, this is
why leasing a pub would be such a
good idea in the short term. T am sure
any brewery would be willing to
discuss a short term lease, which
could be re-pegotiated should the
club decided to stay at the Vetch,

An opportunity is there for the club
to do something for the fans, and
also to make much needed money,
which could be used for future team
building. Doug Sharpe should grasp
the opportunity now, and turn a
disused, abandoned pub into a
flourishing and much needed social
club for the supporters.

SWanseo

Close T he Door Please

Wembley will be a historic and emotional time. Dai Richards remembers.

Swansea City have reached Wembley
for the first ime in the clubs history. It
wilt be a day o remember for everyone
and that's why | believe over 22,000 of
us will be at Wembley on the historic
day.

it's taken until 1994 to achieve what up
il now has been the impossible dream.
Men such as vor Jones, Joe Sykes,
Billy Hole, Roy Paui, tvor Allchurch, Mel
Charles, Me! Nurse, Mike Johnson,
Herbie Williams, Harry, Alan Curtis,
Jeremy Charies and Dean Saunders all
failed 10 take the Swans to the twin
fowers. I've mentioned these names just
to bring home to supporters how much
this day should be enjoyed,
remembered and treasured.

As the team runs out, recall the ghosts
of the past; the oh so narrow misses of
1025 and 1964, and the grief those two
losses caused to supporters. Wembley

thas been that infamous pot of gold o us
at Swansea for years. Now the time has
come don't be afraid to shed atear over
it, pinch yourself and accept the reality,
that Swansed's team is there.

Football has been a fribulation as well
as a triumph o us in the years sinca
1966. Financial crises, historical
promotion campaigns, Welsh Cup wins,
FA Cup disesters, crowd problems,
location debates ali have baen perennial
visitors, Yet, the game remains, eleven
visions in white on a green field chasing
a white ball, chasing our most sincers
hopes and aspirations.

And, what if 15000 haven't seen
Swansea play two consecutive games
since 1979, we all feel for and support
the same team. How many not with us
foday would have done everything in
their power t0 have made the journey if
able. Listen to the echos on Sunday
afternoon, for they will be with us.

For just one moment maybe the soul of
Swansea will be 180 miles away in
London. If you are the iast to leave on
Sunday morning -24th Aprit 1894, close
tha door behind you, test the bairns anil
pets follow us.

in memoty of
Herbert Trever Hughes
1914 - 1993
Wish you were here



Last week's Swansea City -
Cardiff City derby witl doubtless be
viewed as a greal success by
many in authority. There was little,
i any, crowd trouble inside or
outside the ground. There was no
damage {o the Vetch or to any
shops,  buses or trains in
Swansea.

Judging by this lack of incident, it
is possible that the South Wales
Police will recommend that ali
future Swansea - Cardiff clashes
are all-ticket and  visiting
supporters are barred entry, Thal
wouid be a very difficult scenario
o argue against. The Police are
employed to keep public order,
and with that regard, they did their
job very weli on Saturday 2nd
Aprl. It would only be natural for
the police to push for the policy to
be adopted at all tootball derbies
in South Wales.

This so called success is not the
answer to the problery. Foatball at
this jevel is a spectator sport
Take away a large section, or
even all, ¢f the supporers, and
the event has no meaning. Fans
of both sides have the right to
walch their team. Football is alt
about the people that watch the
game, If He clubs decide to ban
visiting  supporters  from  each
respective match,- then there is
fittie point in playing the game at
all. if these spectators are barred
over a number of years, the result
could  be lost  revenue and
financial problems which could
aventually mean the footbali cluls
ciosing down.

Many would actually argue that
closing the foothall clubs down is
the only real solutioh anyway. That
is not the case. Hooliganism is the
problem of society and
government, not focthall, Football
is only a devise used by houble
makers. Take away the foothall
and another outlet wouid be found.

The answer is not 1o bar fans, but
to control fans in an organised
and strucisred, yet civilised,
mannet, Somehow a strategy for
bringing visiting supporters in and
out of the Veich / Ninian, without
incident, must be found.

There must be complete co-
cpefation between the two ciubs
and the Police. Any hope of
creating a trouble free
environment will be nined i one
paity decide on a stupid policy,
like locking 3500 tickets in a safe.

Arrangements must be made
months, not days, in advance. If it
is decided to make a game all
ticket, that should not be
announced four days before the
game is scheduled 1o be played.

in kifure all Swansea City -
Cardiff City matches should be
all-lickel games for both sets of
supporters,

Tickels for home supporters would
only be aliocated with some kind
of identification that can prove you
support the home leam. This
might take the form of a
membership scheme,

Visiting  supporters  would e
allocated & vary limited number of
seals wogether with tarrace tickets,
Sales would be on & one person -
one ticket basis, therefore aliowing

people to buy only one ticket.

Al visiting supporters weuld only
be able to buy a match ticket if, at
the same lime, they buy a ticket
for an organised coach trip to the
match. At the time of booking, only
the transportation ticket would be
issued 1o the fans. The malch
tickets would be held by the clubs
until the day of the game and then
distrbuted to  the organised
coaches, These match fickels
wouid then only be issued to the
fans .as the coaches arived in
Swansea or Cardiff. Fans would
then be escorted from the coaches
direct to the match venue,

The police and clubs would know
pracisely how many fans ate
travelling, No allernative transport
would be permitted and police
would refuse entry fo fans
attempting to by—pass this system.
Barriers would be put in place 1o
stop people without tickets
accessing agreed areas,

Afier the game is finished, the
visiting fans would be escorled
directly back onto the coaches and
moved immediately out of the city,
in the same way that they arrved.

Admittedly, under this strategy, the
visiting fans are treated lilke sheep.
Surely it is better 10 be rreated like
sheep, ather than not see the
game at all.
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Every Jack knows that Swansea City will make their
historic first visit o Wembley on Sunday 24th April
1994. A dream come true for everyone associated
with the club past and present. i will be a great day
for Frank Burrows &nd his tleam, but more importantly
it witl be a fantastic day for the clubs fans who have
had very little to cheer i the last ten years.

Whatever happens for the rest of this season and in
any other season, lets make it a day o remernber.
Lets make Sunday 24th April 1994 the day when the
Jacks stormed Wembley with noise and ¢olour. The
flags and the singing were impressive at Wytombe,
but come Wembtey, and you aint seen nothing yet!

With that in mind, an appeal to all Jacks. First, wear
as much Swansea City gear as possible, preferably
the white home jersey, so that we can cieale a sea
of while {or Zebral) behind one goal. Second, find &
those scarves, fiags and banners which have heen
up in the allic gathering- dust since 1982. Third, hring
as many loo-rolls, balicons and pleces of confelli as
you can lay youwr hands on. Finally, and most
imponantly, bring your voices.

One thought on the singing. Obviously we are going
o make & 'oud, but special consideration must be
given {0 'God Save The Queen', If they only play thal
anther then might ¢ suggest thal all Jacks sit down
and sing nothing, If they play the Welsh Nationai
Anthem as well then stand and sing your hears out.
It however the Football Associalion, in afl i's wisdoem,
decide not to play ‘Hen Wiad Fy Nhadau', then the
Jacks should stand and sing it anyway, st like the
Weish Rugby team did at Lansdowne Park this year.

If anyone has yet lo gel a ticket for the big day .
aliow me to give one small piece of advice. Make
sure you get a lickel v the top tier al Wembiey. It
doesa't matter whether you are pianning to go behind
the goals or opposite the centre fine, do not sit in the
iowier section of seats. The view from thers is crap.
Because he seals ase so low compared 10 the pitch,
it is difficult to see the other side of the ground. The
angle of seals also means you gat a greal view of
the back of the head of ihe person sat i fronit
Anyway, whatever you de, get their early and et
soak & up.

Wamblay. Wembley. We're the farous Swansea City
and we're going to Wemblay.

Richard Adams

IO TIMES

With the much celebrated demise of James Lewis
and the relegation of Tony N o backroom boy,
the faithful souls at the Vetch looked forward to
good times on the old overhead crystal set at the
Vetch. By May 1992 the old booming system had
gone along with such over used tracks as Will

" Downing's ‘A Love Supreme’, Match of the Day,

Soul T Soul and prior to the teams' amvival the
incredibly crap ‘A Team' theme.

So by August 1992 Swansea City supporiers
tooked forward to new sounds floating over the
Vetch airwaves. Boy were we to be disappointed;
for the entire length of last year we had to put up
with a Fupuch sounding halfwit whose
catchphrase is 'Shout for the Swans, c'mon North
Bank'. This year the idiot adds 'Boing, Boing,
Swansea City' to his repartee.

1t really makes you grimace, what exactly can
away supporters think of us, Swansea folk! The
situation is truly hopeless.

The music has also got steadily worse too. So far
this season, we've had Match of the Day, the odd
Radio Two type music, Mr Blobby and Ace of
Base. Mr Eunuch's only redeeming stint came at
she Port Vales Autoglass game, where he brought
back memeries of 1979/90 Division Two Tosh's
Black and White Two Tone Army, with an airing
of the Beat's 'Cant get used fo losing you',

Since then things have got decidedly worse and
the depraved and despicable DI {degenerate | ack}
has played Elton Johs, How dare be, we had
three years of Watford causing us grief; I don't
wish to be reminded of then by their depraved
ex—chairman.

In the words of that grand old band “The Police’
fronted by Sting, T'm sending out an SOS'. Flood
Radio Vetch with requests, decent songs from 2
bygoue era of even more vecent songs. The more
music he plays, the less ainime ‘degencrate Jack'
has. Send those requests in now folks!

Dai Richards

4

Keith Haynes of GITS
despairs at the lack of
away supporiers at
Reading last month.

IS THAT ALL WE
TAKE AWAY

1 shouldn't be surprised ... should 17 Tuesday 22nd March 1994 -Wycombe Wanderers verses Swansea City,
and our travelling support tops 2500, Saturday 26th March 1994 - Reading verses Swansea City, and I estimate
1o more than 325 Jacks behind the goal in glorious sunshine.

Olcay, financially, it is hard to find £30 a time to follow the Swans away from home {every game is away fo:
me), but I cannot believe that out of some 2500 Swansea fans present at Wycombe, 2175 coulda't afford & wie
to Reading.

What were you doing the day the Swans played Reading? (Watching Leeds United actualty - Ed!l) ~you conldi’i
have been watching Man Utd on the teie, in fact you couldn't have been watching Man Uid at all. Were you
actually going to Wembley 1o watch them the following day, and couldn't afford two trips and chose the Coo.
Cola Cup Final instead. Then pity you. It proves a point that the nutters who follow Swansea City at irregulss
intervals are not supporters of the club, but drunken manifestations that in time will almost certainly cost Dongi:
£36,000.

It's pleasing to see buses and coaches from alt over Wales follow the team to the big games such as West Brow
fast year and Wycombe this year, but where are they when it really matters. Rumour had it that a lot of
sipportess stayed away from Reading in fear of being amested for last years troubles or just to avoid a tepai
of Iast year, This shouldn't bother the resl Swanses City supporter as he or she is oniy there (o enjoy themselves
and watch the Swans play. Any involvement with the tocal constabulary should only be limited to asking
directions 1o the ground or a good pub. :

Wembiey looms and we have a 30,000 ticket allocation which the club is confident it can sell{?). if this is the
case, why caanot one third of these individuals turn up at the Vetch and make the difference hetween one point
and three. All of us on the English side of the Seven Bridge who travel regularly 1o Swans games will agaio
have 1o pull out afl the siops to obiain tickets for this glorious occasion. I only hope that some idiot wha
regularly wears a Man Utd or Villa wp instead of a proud Swans top doesnt deny | oor any of my travelling
companions the chance of a good Wembley ticket, for his yearly Swansea City cuting — and if he does that | )
do net have the pleasure of meeting him!! :

GIT

Gloucester Independent Travelling Swans

Travel to games with other Jacks from the Scuth Midlands,
Gloucester or Avon areas. Telephone for details:

Keith, Gloucsster (0452} 864850
Jonathon, Tewkesbury {0684) 297599
Dpavid, Cirsncester {0285} 640752

With & busg arrangsd Tor Wembley.




If you are the type to read aloud, then for your
sake and mine, whisper this, because i must
confess lo a grudging respect for Eddie May,
manager of our most bitter rivals — Scum City.

The respect, and | suppose admiration | have for
the man, goes back to the days when Eddie May
was a domineering Centre half for the Swans n
the pre Toshack era. He had been signed by that
Swans legend Harry Griffiths, and was a solid
uncompromising defender,

My respect for the man has nothing to do with his

parformances on the pitch. No, that respect goes
back to the day when a mate and myself ravelied
to see the Swans at Watford. The match and
result has faded into the mists of my memory, but
1 do recall the incident after the game, for which i
shail always be grateful to Eddie May.

With the match finished, we made our way 10
where the one and only Swansea supporiers
coach was to pick us up. There were about eight
or nine of us making our way through ihe lanes,
alleys and allotments which surround Vicarage
Road, when a gang of Watford fans decided they
might #ke to give us a kicking. Having being a
devout coward all my kfe 1 didn't relish the
prospect of a ruck, and neither did my colleagues
who realised there were more of them than us. So
we broke into a fast walk, which soon developed
inta a run, only 10 find when we rounded the next
corner 1o where our coach should have been, that
it wasn't. However the tearm bus was parked, and
when we stopped anxiously at the door, who
should get out to see what the commotion was
_about, but good old Eddie May.

There is, anc certainly was then, a fair size on the
man, and at the time he looked like a colossus
fifling the doorway of the coach, When we
explained our predicament, like a good 'un, Eddie
May got off the bus, and calling out in that strange
cockney like accent, he advanced towards the
Watlord fans, who had come lo a halt abotit
twenty yards from us. Now whether it was the size
of this giant approaching them, of whether they
thought we had decided to make a fight of i, | da
not know, but what | do know is that Elton Johns'
Rent Boys turned and legged it as fast as they
could.

With his good deed for the day done, Eddie May
just laughed and got back on the team bus. Ever

David Corcoran has... eém...
something to say about...

since then, ! have had this gratitde and
admiration for the man. So when the next time,
the chant goes up - “We hate Eddie May, 1 said,
we hate Eddie May", you will understand why !
cant take part in it!

eddie may,
then again, eddie may nox,
take the bluebirds down?

answers on a £25,000 reciept
please mr rick wrong.

SHOFLSo e SHOTLS oon. SHOTLS ... SROTIS..... SHOVES..c.

CARROTS

According to the excellent and

jong established Bradford City -

fanzine, The City Geni, when
PBradford visited the Vetch in
September, their fans came

_armed with special gifts for

Torpey. When they arrived on
the West Terrace, their fans
remembered  with  great
affection how Torpey had
entertained  them at  Valley
Parade, and left presents. They
shoved carrots inio the fencing
at the front of the terrace,
much to the bewilderment of
our clueless stewards!

HEMMLING LAGER

A quick poser for any alcoholic
Jacks. Does Hemmling Lager
actually exist anymore? You
fnow the stuff, that.well known
‘beer that has been advertising
itself on the wp of the Centre
Stand for the last goodness
how many years. Have you
bought a pint of this amber
nectar in recent weeks? Tell us
about it.

FENCE SWIMMING

So the Bluebirds have got their
Ayatollah, but we've now got
Fence Swimming. VYes s
officially been voted as the
maddest way to celebrate a
football goal anywhere in the
world. © And yes i's been
developed and perfected by a
few mental cases down the
front of our very own Notth

Bank! The idea is that when
we score a goal, you leap up
on the North Bank fence in the
normal ‘manner. Instead of
trying to invade the pitch you
just temse those stomach

muscles and swim on the top
of the fence! Eventually with
chronic stomach cramp you
drop off the pace, and hope the
f*@k that Bowen isn't in the
mood for a hat-trick.

TOP NEVILLE

There was 4 fair amount of
criticism of Neville Southall
after ke was seen wearing d
Cardiff City goalkeepers jersey
in the recent Welsh
International against Norway.
The referee would not accept
the standard Wales goalkeepers
jersey, because the colour
{(Blacky clashed with his own
shirt. Obviously it is pretty
hopeless to have expected the
Welsh FA to provide a change
of kit in case such a situation

arose, The only choice of
goalkeeper's lop al Ninian
Park, just before kick off, was
a Cardiff City Jersey. Neville
was forced, against his wishes,
to wear it So why didnt
anyone have the common sense
to simply suggest o Neville
that he wrn the offending
jersey in-side—aut. The colour
would still be green {believe it
or not!) and the many non
Cardiff fans watching in the
crowd and on the television
would not have been offended
a seging the South Wales
Echo' loge and Bluebirds
badge in a Wales match.

LOVE

Long afier its demise, Love,
Peace and Swansea City' hag
found fame. The now defuncl
fanzine name got a brief
mention in ‘The Independent
newspaper. The paper had an
aticle in its February 14th
edition about  organisations
which uge Tove’ as past of thein
theme. 'Love, Peace and
Swansea City' got a briel
mention, In fact the anicle
stated “..a splendidly named
organisation in South Walcs
called Love, Peace and
Swansea City.” This {fame
started a heated debate amongsi
the editorial team as to which
name is best for this fanzine,
‘The Jack' or 'Love, Peace..
What do you think? Would you
like to see a return to the oid
name, of do you prefer the
current titke?



BORING, BORING ARSENAL

Having been to Plymouth ... oh! ... oo many Moody times in recent years, | decided to take aAbreak from Home
Park in 1994 and seek my Saturday afternoon pleasures away from the Swans. A severa crime | must admit,
but one that did not go unpunished.

Saturday 26th February and London was the destination, A weekend in the Capital lay ahead. Hav‘mg ‘persuaded
my partner {slacking off from Swansea Cityy in crime that the game Fo 508 v.fas not Ktng§1on|an versgs
Wokingharm in the Diadora League, we set about scanning the fixture lists, looking for a choice of Prem:er
League games to wel the appetile. With hindsight, this is whare things started to go wrong. There was no choice.
With West Mam opening their new stand in front of a seil out against Manchester United, it left Arsenal verses
Blackbura as the only game to see.

Now you must understand at this stage. before § really incriminate myself, and before the parsoa who is lolokm_g
‘over your shouider reading this articie shouts, "Arsenal, he went to see Arsenal rather th.an see the Swans ,.thss

“was not a decision taken lightly. | know, | know, so there is mose-excitement in & goldf:shlbowl than thef_e is at
Highbury, bt this was the-onty accessible Premiar game in London that ‘particular weeiend, Add.ed to which we
thought, *well at least Blackbem will play some good stuff and Shearer is & class acl 1o watch.

The Saturday staried off well enough, with a wander around Covent Garden, Soho and Oxford Street. Food and
ale was consumed before the tube ride north to Arsenal. We asrived outside Highbury at 2.30pm and spotted
a helplut looking fanzine sefler. Question : “Whers is the best place for neutrais to go'p1e_ase=a maie?", A{\swer
- *you won'l get in here without a ticket mate, it's all sold out". Our teply : “Well it didn't say that in the
newspapers this morning did it".

Anyway, lo cut a boting haif hour short, got in, thanks 1o someone who prad bought four t'ickets wa thay only
needed two. Yes you can always rely on these 'oh, tets order loads of tickets on the credit card just in case my
mates want 1o come’ folk to get you in. The tickets were for the Clock End of the ground. We found our seals,
Right down iow near the comner flag. Typlcal. Couldn't see sod alil

Anyway, to cut a further boring two hours shert, Arsenal won one ~ nil. | don't think it mattered that we coutdn't
sea, the crowd didn't exactly give the impression of a great game. Throughout the entite game the Arsenal fans
sanyg o songs, and both of thase were prompted by the large scoreboards at either end of the ground. The
songs ~ really exciting you might think? Weil maybe not! Song number one in the Arsenal repartoire ~ ‘Come
on you Reds. Seng number twa in the Arsenal repertoire - "Arsenal, Arsenal, Arsenal’. Well at least when overall
‘a ground Is quiet you can usually listen to the witty responses of the section of the crowd that is around youl.
Yes, witty and funny one liners like - 'Shearer, you're a wanker', or even betler - ‘Batty, you're a wanker'
Hilarious. So amusing it had the Arsenal fans in stitches, honest!

The game ended. The fans clapped the players, the players clapped the fans, and everyone got up o go home.
As | watked back | heard the Swans result and for once { wasn't too bothered about a defeat, Being susrounded
by horedom can be totaily infectious, With the Swans in my mind t thought about the silent arena { had just left
and compared it to our North Bark, | just smiled o myself and thought; boring, boring Arsenal. | had my
punishment for missing the Swans. Never again, .

DIRE, ABSOLUTELY DIRE

The Wales verses Norway friendly had announced itself so perfectly. Back in November 1993 everyone expected
this game to he a celebration of World Cup qualification, -against an attractive locking side who had nsined
England's hopes of USA, Goms Wednesday March Sth however, that perfect announcement had slipped intc
the distant memory. :

Tuesday 8th March, Swans storm Brighton three goals to nil. Halt time around the back of a fuiet North Bark.
Recruits for a rip to Ninian the following night were siow, verging on the non existent. Excusas ranged from ‘can't
he bothered to 'Its in scumland’. Fair enough, but that wasn't an issus when Wales entertained Romania — in

' Cardiff,

Anyway, off | went, unperurbed by the prospect of a pitiful turn out of even the hard~core Jacks that follow
Wales over land and sea. Perhaps they were right after all. The game, no not just the game, the whole evening,
was dire, absolutely dire.

Firstly there was the inteliectual dimwit in the Cardiff City programme shop, who asked me after | ad stood there
for five minutes whether | was waiting to be served. No mate, 1 was just admiring the walipaper! His amazing
observation was followed by rantings about how rough it was in Swansea and how the people there were seum.
| just siood and glared. ’

Sacond there were those spectators who turned up o the game with Cardiff Gity tops and scarves. Since when
did Wales play in biue. Now, | accept that ¢ zaight, unwittingly, be colour biind, but | do knew the difference
petween a Bluebird and a Dragon. Those Cardiff fans that were confronted about their attire didn'l even have
an answer. Silly sods.

Third, there was the section of the Bob Bank that started singing 'You'te worse than Swansea Ciy' al the
Norweglans, when they were one-nif upl! Well as a Jack | take that as quite a complement, after all Norway aré
one of the best teams in Europe.

Finally there was the performance. Only Toshack will know what was going on inside his own head that night.
Picking Jason Penry, laving out Deano and plaving with a one man midfield! Very sensible, not. Whather Parry
is & Bluabird or not doeant make any difference, he is quite simply not good enough for international feothall.
Perry was so owt of his depth, it was faughable.

As alt 10,000 {exactly?l} trooped home no one could have envisaged the excitement that wouid see the and of
Toshack's relgn; but then most were concentrating on getting out of that congested rubbish tip that Cardiff City
Council like to call a Leisure Amenities Car Park. Dire, absciutely dire.



away ftravel prices

Dig you notice the price which FOSCFA were going to
charge for the trp to Wycombe Wanderers in the
Autogiass Southern Area Final on March 22nd?

Thay originally advertised their trip I the programme as
£10 tor members and £12 for non-members.

As soon as The Independert Travelling Swans
advertised their ¥ip in The Evening Post for £8,
FOSCFA reduced their price to £9 for members and £10
for non-~-members.

This proves that if T.L.T.S. did not exist, then FOSCEA
would be charging what ever they wanted 10, because
ihere wouid be no compeltition,

Even If you do not travel with FOSCRA you should e
ihankul for the existence of TITS for saving you monsy.

Long may TITS remain as a thom in the side of
FOSCFA.

Atso ¢id you know thal Wycombe fans were charged
4 fo travel 1o the Vetch for the first leg,

Colin James, Uplands

cardiff in the jack _

§ eat, shit and breath Cardifi City Footall Club. | adnn
read The Jack (1 subscribe). My reason for wiriting is o
suggest 1o you 1o have a page for Biueblrds fans, cailed
The Wind-Up Page, so we can wind you Jacks up. |
believe thal your fanzing is well read amongs Biusbirds
fans and # will give us & chance o fell your readers thal
we are much bigger than you. We have a decent
ground, you have a cowshed. We completely out
support you. We've got the Junier Bluehirds (10,000
members), Cardiff City Supporiers Club and Ada~Glass
Walley Base Supporters Club. All three bigger than any
ciganised Jack supporters club, and the best thing of all
Is you Jacks know it.

P | agree with your comment about BBC Wales baing
a0 for the Bluiebirds, bui I'ra not complaining.

Biluebirds Fan

YHE JACE
POBOX 72
SWANSEA 8427YD

graveyard north bank

Dwindling numbars at the Vetch, a boring concept you
may think, but it's one which hits everybody involved in
the club. Recently, both In the Evening Post and The
Swan, Frankie's had a moan, “There's only 3,300, we're
ganna have to sell, it's all the fans fautt', THpe Burrows,
you're a moulhpiece for Sharpe. tt's your faull, the team
isn't functioning at home and with a 4-8-1 line-up
you're nol exaclly going 1o entice armchair fans 1o watch
your ineftective, fow key brand of association football.

I'm rot going to go on in this short letter aboul reasons
why the fans aren't &l the Vetch, kst the effects of their
ahsence. If anyong out there has old video clips of the
Swans, just put on the Kidderminster or wWrextram
Welsh Cup Bnais, the Panathanikos game, Cardiff FA
Cup or West Brom in the play-offs, once youlve seen
fhese gems youll recognise what the probiem is al the
Velch today. Neise, There is less atmospiere on the
North Bank this season than on the Moon. Sy far this
season Wrexham, Merthyr, Exeter and even Bamet
nave made more vocal noise than the Noith Bank. The
place is ke a graveyard. Seeing that most of the boys
are banned or in jail, thousands prefer shopping o a
Salurday; kids have 1o pay a fortune to enter, there is a
1ack of a nucleus from which an atmosphere can be
generated, Added io that, the lack of fiags, loo roils,
confetti and homs (ok, there was one at the Barhet
game), means the Velch Is becoming et drab and
boring, just like Ninian between 1988 and 1961,

Even an absence of new decent songs I3 obvious. Wil
are we going to sing when Cardiff of Bristol Rovers
come o the Vetch? Wik there even be enough of us 1o
make 1 audible above the massed ranks of visiting
gecks and reaks? We'll have to wait and see.

! hope ve geed a few people up. Bugger the "Get
henind the Swans® call of FOSCFA, have price in he
city. the teams and yourselves, and shout aboui i 1
dogsnl have to be rude o vindictive, just ordginal and
deajening. Remember Barrel (i} oulsung us second-
natf, s¢ don't be outdone by the Scum in Apri,

The noisy ones down the front

swansea jack ~ union jack

| am wiling 1o your fanzine because | agree 100% wiity
what the Glasgow Rangess fan said in your March

jssue. There is a lot of anti-Enghsh thinking people &
Wales and indeed at the Vetch Field. But what these
people don't seem to comprehend is al the end of the
day the English, Welsh, Scoitish and the people of
Ulster are all British, Whether they tke 1 or not. | as
someone who was bom in Wales and broughi up by
Welsh parents am proud io call myself British.

Secondly, may § answer the guestion Alun David (the
Card!ff fan) sent In conceming Swansea fans and Union
Jacks. | personally don't see what aff the fuss Is about,
earrying the Unlon flag shows we are proud to be
British. | have taken a Unlon Jack fo Swans games
home ang away, and wiliin the future continue to do so.

Finally, Alun David goes on to say about the trouble at
Nindan Park tast December. The ondy reason there was
trouble was because of the idictic Cardiif officials who
decided 1o pul us {Swansea fans} inlo the same sealing
area as the so cafled Cardiff fans. | am not for one
moment saying Swansea fans are fotally innocent,
hecause they are not, bui most of the blame must fay at
the teel of Cardiff City,

Paul Jones, British Loyalist

rule britannia

Regartisg your ‘Follow, Foliow’ ariicie in the March
edition of The Jack. In your column you asked for
comments from readers to stmutate a debate.

Firstly | would take issue with you over your liberal use
of the word 'we’, 'We hale England', Exactly who are
we' you caim to be spokesman for? You atso display
an alarming naivety in your interpretation of the alins of
contemporary Welsh Nationaiists, You speak of self rule;
not belng dictated by a neighbour, Yet what is the goal

" of Plald Cymru? They are intent on seeing the break up

the tnited Kingdom and submerging Wales into a
federal Europe! What prce national sovereignty then?

Your apparent hostifity to the United Kingdom is quite
frankly batfiing, Comning from Swansea { am fiercely
proud to be Weish. By the same token, for me it is an
entirely natural, logical progression (o say coming from
Waies | am fiercely proud to be Brilish. | was up at
Ninian Park in December and the saw the Union Flag
you mentioned. 1t is perfectly natural for Swansea fans
io fiy the Union Flag atongside the Dragon, indeed fly i#
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with pride. | cannot for the life of me see the problem,
There is no confiict of loyalty In displaying both
emblems, When you see Swansea's sivic fag fiying
along side the Dragon af City Hall does It strike you as
odd? No, of course it doesi't. Swansea is a vital
component of Wales, also however il has it's own
regional characteristics. It is exaclly the same with
regards to Wales within the United Kingdom.

Within football we now have the heallhy situation of a
renalssance of patriotism. Al Stamferd Bridge, Chelsea
fans fiy the Union Flag alongside the Cross of 5t
George; at trox, Rangers fans fiy the Union Flag
alongside the Cross of St. Andrew, at Windgor Parl,
Linfieid fans fiy the Union Flag alongside the Red Hand;
now finally at the Vetch we are starting to see Swansea
fans flying the Unfon Flag alongside the Red Dragon. A
long overdue devetopment as far as | am concemed.

Of course we should be proud of our Weishness,
Englishness eto,, but at the same time pay homage o
the symbol that unites us. Together we are invincitie,
just asl the Germans!

G Williams, In Union

corners / tannoy
Two questions I'd iike 1o pose lo ofher Swans
SUppOners,

Firsl, why oh why do we insist on taking a shorl corner
every ime and then without fail proceed to work the Ball
all the way back to the halfway line, only then 1o hit &
fong bati7! What the hell is the point in this. Surely if
that's all the net resuilt is, why isnt the comer ball bt
iong from the beginning. Once, we did play it long and
scored agalnst Barnet,

Secondly, why are we blessed with the most anneying,
hopeless tannoy announcer in football. You kriow the
one. *That goal was scored by Colin Pascoe, boing!
boingt* or "l goal, number one, Roger, Roger, Roger'.
All spoken in a very high pitched affectionale, ning yaar
old schoolboy sort of volca, St 1 suppose he's s¢
hopeless you have io faugh. Anyone know his name by
thve way? | imagine i's something like Nigel Spanner.

-Oh, yean, can someone also fell him that he doesn't

nave to play thai record twenty-five times per game.

Marky G, Ulaneli



radio cardiff

Sitling doing my college work | feel | have to pui pen lo
paper. It's Tuesday 15th March, and the evening of
Swans verses Cambridge.

Exiled up in Leeds | try to get lo the games { can, bul
obviously the games al home are pretty out of the
question, especially midweek.

With Radio wales covering more of the Welsh club
fontball § look forward 1o uning in and possibly listening
to the games. With crackling and major interference 882
is picked up only 1o find that the away game between
Bournemouth and Cardifi fakes priority over a home
game for the Swans.

Every ten minutes or so in between, Steve "aimost as
Bluebird as Shepherd' James creaming himseif with
every Cardif attack, we are informed of the Swans
score,

Never mind how much they try, the fact wili not change.
Swansea are the premier Welsh side at the present
time,

Would Radio Wales please either starl some fair
coverage of the Welsh clubs, or re-name ihe stalion 10
Radio Cardiff.

~Deano, pissed off in Leeds

new weish goalies top

t sai down walching S4C and waited 10 see it John
Toshack's new regime would work. And to see the
unveiting of the new Welsh kit.

As [he Welsh team lined up and the camera panned
down the #ne of players, the new kil seemed to be
growing on me every ime | saw it, that was undl | saw
seville ‘Greasy Southall wearing the ‘new’ goalkespers

10p.

As the camera passed Nevite and on to Barry Howe, 1
couliint help thinking that | had seen that shirt
somewhere before. Then as the camera picked up
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HNeville again, there 1t was, a South Wales Echo logo
and a Cardiff City badge to boot, staring at ma.

Neville was wearing a Cardiff Gity goaikeepers Jersey.
The shock of It all stunned me so much | wasn't even
bothered when Norway took the Jead, | just couldn't get
over the fact thal he was wearing that shiﬂ_while playing
for Wales,

| had to ask myself the question, why was he wearing
that top, surely they hadn't forgotten o pack a
goalkeepers kersey, or had they forgotien to ask Umbro
to design a new goalkeeping fop, of the oi¢ goalkeepers
1op wasn't afiowed (o be wom with the new kit. All a
possibliity. Also a possibifity could be that he wore It as
a gesiure to the Cardiff fans as they were playing al
their ground. U this is 50, are we to seo Neville wearing
the Wrexham top when Wales play Sweden al the
Ratecourse, and wil we see him wearing a Swans top
when the next Welsh game Is played al the Veich. Once
again only time will tefl.

Andrew Squires, Brynmill

ground is Key

t am wiiting regarding the possite move Lo a new
ground such as the Meorfa Stadium. | personally would
prefer to stay at our own Veteh Field, because, after
thirty years of going to watch the team therg, it's like a
second home to me and many others. Bul realisticaily 10
stay there, and to bring it up to any reasonable stale 1o
compete with other league teams woldd cosl a simall
fartune. Any person who has to keep a house would tell
you of the enomous amount of money it costs st to
xeep if safe and sound. And o wring our Vetch Field up
1o any decent first division ground standard would cost &
fortune.

But foothall apart, the most important thing to bear in
mind, Is that the Swans are sitting on a financial gokd-
mine, with the position of the Vetch Field desperately
sorl after by greedy business people of the area. And,
for this reason alone, they wiil be ulimately forced to
move, like it or soL. If the ground belonged to us then
we could put up a fight, but as we afl know wo lost that
fight a long time ago. So with no financial security, we
are at the mercy of the money men, who care nothing of
any love of the Swans of the Velch.

Also latety, a ot of peopie have referred to the Swans
as a small club, especially people who should know
better! If you think small and acl small, then you will
stay small. The likes of the Swans couid never compete
wilh the so-called 'hig six’ of the country, like
Manchester United, Spurs, Liverpoo! elc., but could
compete alongside them i the same way that clubs like
Norwich, Ipswich, Wimbiedon, Coventry elc. have done
for many years and wilh success,

The financial problems of the early eighties, when the
club neady folded are well documented, and no one but
the foolisht would ever want lo go through that
experience agair. Bul fand hindsight is a great helpl) s
it any coincidence that the debt acgumulated by the club
of £2.5 million is the same amount thal the then new
East Stand cost. In other words the effect of trying to
bulld a team to compete alongside the best in the land
and have a stadium o mateh proved 1o much for the
club,

Finally be i no doubt over the fact thal the Premier
league in terms of money and prestige is the only place
to be, and we as a ciub must aim to be part of it in the
near future. Becalse like it or not a fot of professional
ciubs In this country will face extinction in the next few
years. All because the so called big clubs &s | have
aiready mentioned, want to remain an elitist group,
whero only they keep the financial rewards and to hell
with the rest. This must be the aim of all joyal Jacks.

Diggs, North Banker

attendances

Thanks for issue five which was, as usual, an enjoyable
read and an amusing cne, il of thought proveking
ftems and funny snippets,

Keith Haynes' 'How 1o gel there’ letter emphasises just
how pathetic the clubs administration depariment really
is; still this sort of thing appearing in the joke they call 2
malch day magazine is not really surprising. Incidentally,
Sidmeuth Is & quaint seaside town with a quiel 'olde
world' atmosphere about it It's also where the Donkey
sancluary s situated ~ are the club trying o tef us
something hera!!l

The 'atmosphere’ letter was an inleresting ohe. We must
be the only club In the league where home sftendances
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have fallen as the ciub have climbed the 1able (I write
this just after another home success against Exeler}, |
mean, 2500 is a very poor gate by any league
standards, mosl clubs in the third division bellered that,
and that is sad. Al the moment we're the lop Welsh club
and the poorest supported. The most farcical thing
about this is should {sorry when!} we get to Wembley, |
bet there wili be many more than 2500 Jacks therel

The poor away support thing fias been talked about for
the pasi few years and up to a poind is True, although
thete are many other sides in the division who bring a
bare handful of people 1o away games, Success is
another thing. If the team is on a high, then people wilt
follow thern, be #t home or away, look at Reading's
support away this season, compared 1o lasl. The Swans
are not an exception to the rule, We've had good away
followings just lately in the Autoglass, (al Orient and the
Wycombe game has created mega interest). Our rivals
at Cardiff have suffered the same sympioms this
season, Sure thelr crowds have been Oh average more
than double ours, but they haver't been at all
consistent, When they had their poor spelt early in the
year their gales suffered as well (apart from A Cup
interest), For exampie they only ook a couple of
hundred up 1o Wrexham when the police there were
prepared for a couple of thousand! St the main thing is
that we've begun to be successful on the pitch and
that's what matiers. We can-enjoy #t even if the Welsh
media dor'i - and that's another story!

A couple of points to end wilh,

Now that The Jack is out monthly, how about a 'How To
Gel There® feature for the independent traveller as
regards away games, including if possible, places to
park, pubs nearby or on route and a guide to the ground
{wrexham's Sheeping Giant have a good section on the
iatter).

With all the moans being voiced about various aspects
of our club and also some of the good ideas being
voiced about how the club can be more successful in
matlers off the field, aiong wilh the end of season vole
on best player elc, can wo gel a hat-full of suggestions
together and present it to the club? 'm sure Mr Sharpe
and company would fisten, Give the guy a chance, he's
not as bad as the weish FA Commitiee! As they sald in
the past, 'Be Proud To Be A Swan',

Dave Naylor, Another GIT



Fuil recovered afler 3 bizarra
gardening accident put him in] &

lMan returns to the home end

.ut things Aave changed...

e
Vl §F\!\U§‘“M }’OU'KE PLAYING {1HE

5 §\ “f A BonCH oF QUEERSH '
FAGGOTS! '

P LISTEN, YOU GORMLESS FesXmIT?
FALL THAT MOSONK. . HOMOPHOBIC

(O DEEAD ~ BLUEAIED JONES 'S

£.7Os MAN HEADS 10 T afotin ) |

ERE L WHAT ARE ALl TREME Frasume”

SAMILIET DO 1 THE Elownn 2!
THSL A PORT A
WHELES AL THE ROGRD GOVE

CHELMSF

Rob Luton, editor of the Chelmsford City
fanzine, "To Be Prank’, recalls the time
when he supported the super Swans,

Aas 8 young ten year old T was escorted to the Vetch
Field way back in 1967 (showing my age here!). But
just as 1 wes petting into following the Swans, my
futher’s job with Fords meant moving back to Haaex
after living in Casweil Bay for & couple of years (the
Swanses tgam nsed 10 train o the beach there). I moved
back to Essex in 1969 to & villege justoputside +
Cheliastord. After suffering with Swanses Town
withdrawsl symptoms, § ventured down 1o see what
notr-lesgue Chetmsford City had to offer. At the time
Cheimsford were onte of the sirongest chibs in
pon-lesgue foothail,

Coincidentalty in 1971 Chelmsferd City signed & couple
of Bwansen players, nasnely, Vie Gomessall and Dad
Lawrence (doss anybody remember than!). In the
197172 sesson Gomersall wes appointed club ceptain
aiwt Chelsnford became Sowthern Leagoe Champions.
Ourr old rivals Heveford were rumness op, Dut polled
miore votes than us and were elected to the Footbali
League. Other players that were in the Swansea sids at
that time were: the legendary Jvor Allehurch, bel Nurse
and Brisn Bvens. I've still got their autographs!

Dai Lewrence (vight) playing for Chelmsfond
verses ‘Winshiedon in 1571

Reg Peke receives

rEG A

matchday ball from John
Cornforth at Hartlepool.

Swans 0 Hartlepool 1
Tuesday 31st Feb 1894

( This is only slightly amusing if you
are an observant redaer of The Swan. )




