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A WINTER ‘88/'89 TALE - OR MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING

a play in three acts

by
MR. EDWARD SIMS

Dramatis Personae
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Roberto James: A dashing sportsman, now bulging around
the waist

Thomas of Hutchinson: An elder statesman

Terence Yorath: A traitor

Douglas Sharp: The Merchant of Swansea

Tan Evans: The new Governor of Swansea, a half-wit

Dudley Lewis: The last true defender of the Citadel

...and a whole host of others, mostly now with more successful
clubs.
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ACT I, scene 1

Three witches assembled upon the blasted wastes of Swansea Bay.

Witch 1: Sprig of parsley, touch of dill,
Ginger wig of Alan Knill,
Heel of old boot, lace of trainer,
Silly moustache of Paul Raynor.
Witch 2: Leaf of oak and bark so rough,
Rugged looks of David Hough,
Voice like Sharon, mind of Tracey,
Feline keeping of Lee Bracey.
Witch 3: Piece of ancient bacon rind,
Alan Davies’ length behind.
But nothing else will count as much
As grizzled beard of Tommy Hutch
All: With these we will complete our dream
: To build a perfect football team.
Assembled in our steaming pot
‘TPil Ian Evans sells the lot



ACT I, scene ii

Enter Terence of Yorath and Thomas of Hutch, on horseback. Both
look grim.

Terence: So foul and fair a season I have not seen
Re-enter witches (they’ve had a hard night)

Witch 1: Hail Terence, Manager of Swansea City
Terence: Alright love. Recognise me do you?
Witch 2: Hail Terence, Manager of Wales
Thomas: (aside) Can one man yet hold two positions at once?
Methinks he had enough problems with the one!
Witch 3: Hail Terence, Manager of Bradford City
Terence: Yes, well, I think Thomas and I were just going...
Thomas ¢ What can these tidings mean Terence? Can these harpies
speak true?
Witches: You think that at the Vetch he’ll stay
But Swansea Terence will betray.
Call us harpies once more Hutch
And locusts will infest your crutch.
Thomas : Stay a while you creatures of the night. Tell me more
of my fate. Will I follow the same path of glory as my
flaxen-haired chum?
Witches: Poor Tom, you were a manager once
A wretched failure for the nonce
Of your fate we’ll say no more
You will play yet at eighty-four

Witches disappear in a puff of smoke, leaving faint traces of
tacky perfume

Terence: Crazy sense of humour those witches
Thomas : I fear this prophecy Terence. Something is rotten in
the state of Swansea. All that glisters is not gold.
Everything that began so well may yet end in home
defeat by Wigan.
Terence: Sorry about all that Tom, but the missus has got to
come first. Give my love to Robbie and the boys.
Might see you in the Second Division some time - like
1997, har, har.

Exit Terence.

Thomas : My eyesight’s dim, my hearing’s poor, my hair is
long-since grey
But I’ll take these tidings back to Doug before the
end of May

Exit Thomas



ACT II, scene‘i

A bridge near Swansea Leisure Centre

Enter Roberto, former hero, sporting Jason Donovan hairdo and
Frank Carson waistline. Approaches Douglas, merchant of Swansea,
who is attempting to look deep in concentration.

Douglas: Ducats, ducats, oh lovely, lovely ducats
Roberto: What count you there oh learned merchant?
Could it be the fat transfer fees, as yet unspent
Of former comrades, Pascoe, Phelan and McCarthy?
Could it be first payment on our beloved home,
The Vetch
Soon to be converted into 15 floors of Toys "R" Us?
Or perhaps it is indeed a princely sum advanced
From some First Division empire clamouring for my hand
Douglas: Would that I could sell you Robbie,
Based upon each pound of flesh you bear,
For surely could I then buy me a stadium,
New players and have cash to spare.

Enter "Young" Dudley, red of face and weak of knee

Dudley: Brothers, come close and hear what news I bring
Refrain I beg from gushing tears of pity
How Terence couldn’t manage by shoe-string
He’s gone to try his luck with Bradford City
Robertos: Dudley, methinks it doth seem wondrous strange
To see you run with arrow-like precision
Forsooth, I would that you had done the same
Whilst we did struggle in the First Division
Douglas: (aside) This news at first seemed truly dire indeed
But through the courts I’l1l aim to spur my greed.
Instead of buying Holdsworth, Wilmot, Puckett
I‘ll sue Bradford and hang on to the ducats

Exit Douglas, chuckling malevolently.

Roberto: Dudley, come close, take comfort in our grief.
Let us clasp hands, send prayers forth to the heavens
"Oh Lord, we’ve been devout in our belief,
We don’t deserve the likes of Ian Evans."

Exeunt Roberto and Dudley. A large fork of lightning bursts
through the dark, brooding cloud over the Vetch Field. Sounds of
heavenly giggling are heard.



ACT III, scene 1

A graveyard. Thomas and Roberto sit in deep gloom. Thomas is
nursing a skull, with faint wisps of flaxen hair still attached.

Thomas: Alas, poor Yorath. I knew him Roberto.
There was a time when he’s watch every game we played
But now we sit here in the graveyard of our season
Desultory, deserted, dejected and betrayed

Roberto: When I look back upon a time that promised much,
I rue and curse the oft’ occasions when
We lost at home to hapless teams like Wigan
But worse - a draw ’‘gainst Cardiff, with ten men!

A tinkling of bells 1is heard. Enter Ian Evans, court jester,
garb’d in motley hue and an unfeasibly silly three-pointy hat.

Evans: Good morrow chums, hey nonny, nonny
Gadzooks, but Robert’s hair looks bonny
But why sit here and look so sad
When japes and jest are to be had?
Let’s to the Vetch for fun and frolics
To watch the usual load of bollocks
Thomas (aside) As manager I’'’d choose Rolf Harris
Before this fool from Crystal Palace
Roberto: Methinks it seems unerring true
The Swans won't reach Division Two

Enter Douglas, triumphant

Douglas: May'’s here at last, the football season’s done
So many lost and drawn with so few won
While soon abroad the Swans are taking wing
Not one of you will hear all Europe sing
I‘ve sold the Vetch, the team and made much bounty
You’re on the dole alongside Newport County.

Enraged beyond all human endurance Thomas, Roberto and Evans turn
on Douglas and give him a splendid kicking. Sadly, this proves
the most strenuous exercise the three have had all season and
soon all players lie prostrate around their Chairman.

FINIS
EPILOGUE

Football fans from all ends of this nation
Observe the moral in these sorry tales:

Do not dismiss supporters of fair Swansea,
Don‘t patronise the football fans of Wales.

We must not let the game we love die slowly,
Above all else, be true to just one target,
Trust not foul Colin Moynihan, the midget
Behave thyselves - beware the I.D.s of Margaret
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Evans, phleginatic. and
not given' to the histri-
onics displayed by his
evergreen winger, must
nevertheless have been
delighted as this win can
only have helped him in
his quest. for acceptance
at Swansed. .

- Awdve to theTans when
they call during.a game
might also help Evans in
this regard. It may only be
a small point but once or
twicé the supporters were
disappointed by his lack
of reaction yesterday. He
could .learn much from
Frank Burfows, . .
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- ~Daes the man in your fife wear duil and horing
underwear? Then add spice-to life with our

ULTIMATE UNDERBRIEFS,

Designed to enhance the male physique to its:

maximum. ln plains, stripes and printed

cottons. Nothing can beat the value of. this

INTRODUCTORY OFFER!

WE GUARANTEE YOU'LL BE FULLY SATISEIH

OR WE'LL GIVE YOU YOUR MONEY BACK!

Sizes: Smal-Medium-Large. State sizé required: -,

NEW '89 BUMPER CATALOGUE OF EXOTIC

DESIGNER UNDERWEAR & SWIMWEAR WiTH
OROERS OR SEND £2 FOR CATALGBUE 0MY

Swansea City served the

strongest possible reminder to
the IYirst  Division hierarchy
that they still have genuine title
ambitions by defcuting Liver-
pool in a magnificently con.
tested match at the Vetch Field
last night, Liverpool, who manu-
factured many chances of their
own, muy complain about the
outcome, but surely not about
the quality of the Swauansea
flnishing power provided by
Leighton James and Curtis in
the closing 16 minutes,
. The occasinn was collectively
sweet fon.Swansea, crushed by
Liverppal in the FA Cup last
month, and personally  for
Leighton James, who celebrated
his 29th birthday not only with
hs goul—a free Kick of extras
urdinary power—hut with a late
demunstration ot classic wing
play. Somchow, suddenly, Liver-
poe''s season has gone doubly
sour. Fipst the I'A Cup humili-
ation by Chelsea ) now a defeat
that may severely endanger
their chumpionship ¢hallenge,

Bob  Paisley  responded to
Saturday's humiliation by nam-
ing the team that suffered at
Stamford Bridge, and his men
returned the compliment by
adhering faithfully to Liver.
pool's playing formula of con.
trolled  passing and  good
movement on and off the hall.

Swansea's  initial - response
was to examine the left side of
Liverponl's  defence, where
Stanley and Curtis roamed with
intent. Stanley's first cross, in

header from Charles that Grob-
helaar did well to hold.

Too many of Smansea's hetler
movemen{s down the Hanks
were spoiled Dby crosses that
found -Hansen's head, and
Liverpool emphasised the value
of their more controtled build-

Evans knows what he
wants and he’s equally
determined not to allow
negotiations with dissatisfied
players to interfere with pre-
season preparations.

Eight have been offered
new two-year deals, but some
have already indicated that
they are unhappy with the
terms offered.

But by the time the players
report back on July 12 the
date for the draw for the Cup
Winners Cup—- Evans wants
all comings and goings to
resolved:

Safeguard

“I don’t want things to
drag on and on. By then I
only. want players who are
totally committed to the
club.” he said.

fact, was met hy a ficked

Russell Thomas — Swansea 2, Liverpool u

James has revenge

ups when Rush . out
manoeuvred a defender, broke
into the penalty area angd pro-
tuced a shot that Davies could
only push aside. But Dalglish,
following up, was off balance
and struck the ball narrowly
wide of the far post.

The teams maintained the
tempo to trade blow for blow
after the interval, Dalglish saw
one shot diverted by Marustik
andianother deflected on to the
bar by Irwin. Swansea, in turn,
saw the lunging Charleg just
fail to connect with a Leighton
James crdgy--and then Ray
Kennedy miskicked Stanley’s
immediate return inte.the area.

Even then, there wassglittle
hint of what was to happen, in
the 76th minute. When Hansan,
fouled Curtis 30 vyards out,
Lecighton James commandeered.
the hall, placed it, and after a
fast howler’s run-up.produced a
delivery of stypendous pace
which heat haetfi the Liverpool
wall and. Grobbelaar at the
near post,

Liverpool countered imme-
diately, Dalglish twice being
denied, before Curtis added :
last-minute goal of the highes
quality, accelerating away fron
three defenders and placing ¢
18-yard, shot inside the far post

Swanses City ¢ Davies; Stanley, Maeustik
frwin, R, Kennedy, Ralkovic, Clurtis, R
James, L. James. Thompsaa. Charies.

Livernenl ; Giobbelasr; Neal, Lawrensoa

A
Kennedy., Whelan, Hansen, Dalgifsh, Lee,
Rush. McDermott, Sauness, :

Referes : V. J. Callow (Seilhull).

“We must do ip in
sametime/Robert\t“gug}‘zzéz

You haven’t got g frain ton
caten T Lo
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DUDLEY Lewis collected
another award from an
admiring public this week —
testimony to the defensive
skills of this popular Swansea
City player.

It’s a reminder of the
massive contribution Lewis
has made in a season which
promised much and sagged
only when Terry Yorath left.

Lewis’ performance
wavered only briefly during
Swansea’s fall from the play-
off stakes which produced a
dismal sequence of resuits
when the club failed to score
and win matches.

Marshalled

Apart from two five-goal
beatings by promoted Wolves
and Sheffield United, the
defence marshalied superbly
by Lewis has rarely looked in
trouble.

He’s always read the game

A

well, as many Third Division
strikers would agree, and
there are few around Vetch
Field who would argue if the
club nominated him as their
player of the season.

o o Hodders {eld

The London Swans
certainly think so. The 40-
strong branch of the
Supporters Club voted Lewis
tops and handed over a
trophy before this week’s
game at Brentford.

Nearer home Lewis is
regarded just as warmly,
especially by Dudley Lewis
Appreciation Society run by
Christian Hole, son of former
Swansea and Wales inter-
national Barrie Hole.

Factsheet
The society, set up to
“‘celebrate and make popular
the career of Dudley Lewis’’
produces a monthly factsheet.

their first annual meeting on
August 13 at Harrow where
the manager Keith Chamber-
lain has enlisted as a member.

‘““He was impressed by
Swansea when they played
Harrow in a friendly and
became a member on the

strength of that,”’ said
retiring secretary Nigel
Dreen.

He’s moving back to Wales
to work but will retain his
membership of the supporters
arm he helped to found.

Meantime, the newly-
formed London Swans hoid

@ Swansea’s youth team
were celebrating this week
after winning the National
Youth League’s seven-a-side
cempetition at Newton in Mid
Wales.

Simon Davey and Jason
Bowen got the goals in
Swansea’s 2-0 defeat of
Newton in the final. Twenty-
four teams entered the
competition.

JRENRE N



Fans best Pve

IR, — As a Sheffield United
upporter who has followed
tis team for 20 years, I feel
hat T must write to you
ollowing the Swansea City
natch at Bramall Lane.
The behaviour of the
\wansea supporters at the
ame was to be truly
dmired, as was their great
portsmanship.

Despite a poor perfor-

nance by their team.they
pplauded all United’s goals
nd best moves in.a way that
have seldom seen, and at
he end of the game it was a
rivilege = to  witness the
vation they gave to both the
Jnited team and supporters.

When 1 left the ground the
wansea supporters were
utside their coaches shaking
ands with United fans and

and swapping scarves. The
whole atmosphere was truly
marvellous. !

What a pity that not one i
paper  reported . the .
exceptional scenes and not
one Government or Football
Association  representative
was present to see the |
friendly face of football. ~

I havé never written to a
club before, but that
Saturday your supporters
were the best I have ever
seen!

I wish you good Iuck for
next season and look forward
to the day our towns will

meet again, hopefully in
Division One. . .

C. Tvers
Woodcross End,
Morley,
Leeds.
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SIR, — Afier returning
from the Sheffield United v
Swansea City game I felt 1
had to write fo say your
supporters who came to
Bramill Lane were a real
credit to Swansea and
foothall.

While we - were all
celebrating it was great to
see both sets of fans
shaking hands at the end of
the match. I hope next time
we meet we will both be in .
the First Division.

Ian Featherstone,
West Yorkshire Blade
P.S. Good luck for next
season.

Truly marvellous

SIR, — Having watched the
match between my club,
Sheffield Unitéd,  and
Swansea City, I would like to
congratulate Swansea’s”
/supporters. on their
' behaviour. before, after and
during the match. :
After the final whistle.
there was a pitch infvasion by-.
the home fans who ran on to.
celebrate the end of  the:
season and hopefully,
promotion to the Second
Division. Swansea supporters
joined.in to make it a truly
marvellous occasion. )
After a heavy defeat and

facing a long; tedious journey
home, I thought the Swansea
fans sportsmanship was

“absolutely outstanding.

1 hope yout club soon finds
the -success the  supporters
deserve, and I hope. two! w0
have. the’ pleasure of sceing
another match between the
two sides.

Tattendéd the’ gdme “t'the”
Vetch Field earlur in the
season and was. very im-
pressed’ ‘withthe ™ friendly
reception received.

: ] E. Osborne
Parstey ‘Hay Road.
Shefield.
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ERRY Yorath almost
signed as Wales team
anager because he felt
e wasn't getting full sup-
ort from all the players,
was revealed yesterday.

Influential senior internation-
s loyal to sacked former'

BY KARL WOODWARD

and make up their minds what
they wanted to do.”
Cardiff-born Yorath confessed
his misgivings about staying in
command after the goaliess draw
with the Gennans at Cardxff

anager Mike England, - o .

Lmit%ed they had not !glar.My L~ AWas wnbemplaﬁn;! CSIgIUNg

:cepted Yorath, because results weren't going 50
well and T didn’t think T had the

And Welsh FA secretary ; 100% backing of the players. My

wxfe talked me out of it,” he saxd

irposely announced a new con®
act for the manager before
ednesday’s match with West
ermany - “so that players who
ight not want to play for Terry
ould know he was still going to
* in charge in three years time

spirit in the team thls week One
of the things I complained about
in the past was a lack of pride
and passion. I compared that
with the time I played for Wales

That 1l be Mrs. Yorakl's
nexk Wdﬁ%mjw
et {m?l,ﬂmmm
QPGSW be MfICTWMﬁC |
Cladrian oj Bmdjﬁ*d %;

\/M“ﬁ Parade , Bv ,BDE Y.

which maybe was a little bit false
because times change and so do
footballers, like everyone else.”

It has taken 39-year-old Yorath
eight internationals to win over
the players. Now, although Welsh
hopes of reaching the World Cup
Finals in Italy next year were
dashed by Wednesday's draw, he
has earned their confidence and
respect.

“All the lads are happy for
Terry to be given a three year
ontract,” said Jan Rush.

“Results haven't gone our way
but Terry has done really well
since he took over. It was difficult
‘for him having to follow Mike
England because a lot of the
players felt, as I did, that Mike
should not have been sacked.

“But now Terry is accepted by
the players. His approach has
been very positive and we're just
waiting to see if he can lead
Wales to the Finals of the Euro-
pean Championship. Realisti-

. cally that must be our aimnow.”

Progress
Secretary Evans added, “I can
well believe there was a Mike
England group in the squad.
When Terry took over I t0ld him
he needed to be certain he was
giiglimg players who were loyal to

“He always gave me the im-
pression he was confident he
could deal with that situation

cangd he is a strong enough

character anyway. Terry didn't,
want us to release the news of his
new contract until after the
mateh.

“But Jack Evans, the chainman
of our senior international com-
mittee, and I agreed it was
important for the players to
know before the game that they
had a manager who had the full

confidence of the association. Al-
though we have only two points
from three World Cup ties, Terry
is doing an excellent job.

“Our performances against
Holland and Germany have been
first class, as good as most coun-
tries could hope to do, and we are
confident we have three years of
progress to look forward to under
Terry Yorath.”

As manager, Yorath believes it
may be time to give international
players greater cash rewards for
success — “though personally I
never needed that kind of
incentive to play for Wales, It was
the greatest honour.

“Most countries have bonus
schemes drawn up before they
even start to play qualifying ga-
mes and if some Welsh players
need a cash carrot dangled to
motivate them so be it.”

The Welsh FA hope to make a
net profit of at least £250,000 from
staging the historic match at the
home of Welsh Rugby, which -
proved an overwhelming success. |

“All the players were abso-
lutely delighted to play at such a
magnificent stadium. The pitch
was perfect and the crowd su-
perb. We want to play all our big
matches there,” added Yorath.

Subject to permission from the
Welsh Rugby Union, Wales hope
to repeat the ex though Mr
Evans said there wé,s,no likeli-
hood of them switching the next
home World Cup match against
Holland on October i1 from -
Wrexham because the date is

just three days before Cardiff's

Rugby clash with New Z&a!and
&t the Arms Park.

- But he warned that the Dutch
game could be transferred to
another venue if Wrexham were
unable to fulfil promises to up-
ﬁde their Racecourse ground in
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_10 Things Cardiff City And Their Fans Won't Need For 1980.

1) The R.A.C Guide To Europe.
2) A passport.
3) The dates of the second division play-offs.

4) Ian Valsh and "Speedy", indeed we could have informed them of this if
only they had asked us.

5) A new trophy cabinet, if indeed they require or posses one.
6) A copy of Queen's hit single, "We are the champions".

7) Tickets for next year's Welsh cup final, not to mention any other
competition they might well have had the "nerve" to enter.

8) An open-top bus...

9) A new pitch, the existing one must be in first class nick bearing In
mind the amount of compost played on it every week.

107 A brain, God forbid if they did Indeed either posses one, or have
access to one they would no longer suppourt Cardiff City and all
become Swans!

Harry Harris.

The Daily Mirror.
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LONDON SWANS CRASH ON COMMON

Four late defensive errors sent the London Swans crashing to defeat
in their first ever game against LondoN Leicester City on a hard
bumpy pitch on Wandsworth Common today.

After conceding a very early goal, the Welshmen settled down to
play a fairly tight game where chances were few for either side.
After a very scrappy start when neither team had conquered their
nerves. Leicester took the 1lead after only two minutes when a hard
hit right foot shot from all of twenty yards rocketed into the top
corner of the net despite a salmon-like leap from the Swans keeper,

Calvin .

Despite the set back, which would of demoralised a lesser team, the
Jacks unruffled their feathers and began to play attractive
football passing the ball, albeit a 1little stutteringly, out from
defence which was marshalled gallantly by Andy. The midfield
battled against the more skillful Midland outfit and the ball began
to find itself out to the 1left and right wings and, perhaps a
little more frequently, down the middle. Jeremy chased and
harried but found the going hard against the men in blue. Referee
Jenkins gave him a stern warning when, out of sheer frustation more
than anything else, Harding was heard to swear. Just Dbefore half
time Leicester turned on the pressure and the Swansea goal-mouth
led rather a charmed life. The half time whistle came as a welcome
sound to both sides - especially to the breathless London Swans -
who evidently lacked match fitness and whose cheeks matched the
colour of their jerseys.

Half time score London Leicester 1 v London Swans 0.

Several subsitutions and a more vociferous support from the crowd
of 6 all of whom were Swans supporters lifted the standard of play.
The fans wkere a credit to their club. Women and children stood on
the sidelines but there was not one arrest reported all afternoon.

After a short burst of fierce tackling and fairly accurate passing
by the Swans, Leicester played a more inventive and flowing game of
football. Calvin had to make one or two brave saves to keep his
side in contention. He appeared to be injured after one challenge
but he carried on bravely despite nursing a painful finger.

The London Swans had their strongest 10 minute period of the game
in the middle of the second half but Leicester's well drilled
defence caught the Swans in an off-side position on more than one
occasion. Harding was lucky not be sent off for angrily disputing
the referee's decision but amazingly the man from the valley merely
reprimanded the striker when perhaps a red card should have been
shown.



The last 16 minutes were disastrous for the Welsh Exiles. They
conceded a second goal in the 74 th minute after some poor tackling
by the defence. A third goal was scored in the 76th minute when a
Leicester striker dribbled the ball past two statuesque defenders
and slipped the ball neatly past a diving Calvin. Two more
inevitable goals were scored in the 80th and 85th minutes as the
Filbert Street outfit plucked the feathers of the dying Swans,

Full time score London Leicester City 5 v London Swans 0.
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GOALMOUTH BATTLE ... Swansea’s Robbie James fights it out with Bristol City
keeper lon Bracey
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DATLY SWAN
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Despite a 'Big Top' performance by the London Swans, defeat stared them
in the face after Ipswich's first goal after 15 minutes in a friendly match on
a sun~baked afternoon. The London Swans scored two goals in the last 5 minutes
of the first half but they were already trailing by three fine goals as the Suff-
olk team. quickly tamed their opponents and were determined to take no prisoners.
The London Swans roared back to trail by just one goal at 6-5 with only 13
minutes left of play but two goals in %he last 3 minutes finally put the issue
beyond any doubt,

There was a great improvement by everyone in this Iondon Swans team and
everybody including the 6 fans and the trainer are to be congratulated.,
(Injuries: JEREMY-knee-it came into contact with the hefty goalkeeper;

DENNIS-winded~collided with the same goalkeeper;
STEPHEN=~black eye~obtained by celebrating Jeremy's goal;

.1.J0HN- pride = let in eight goals.)
(Scorers;Jeremy, Bai%pen.]},sddiep Dennis, Stephen.)

RESULT:LONDON IPSWICH 8 v LONDON SWANS 5,

VHYTELEAFE YOUTH v SWANSEA YOUTH,

The Swansea Youth Team dccompanied by Ron Walton played a Whyteleafe Youth Team
in Church Road on Friday 12th May. The game was a trial for Stephen Walker and
for two boys from a local school. The Swansea fteam included Ian Marshy, Des Trick
and Simon Davey. A high standard of play was witnessed by the small crowd which
included representatives of the London Swens ~ Bill and Jean Walker, Eddie,
“errick, ann, Hilary and Geraint., All the trialists played well and we await to
hear from Ron Walton as to his opinion of the players,

We express our thanks to Ron Walton for bringing the team up to Surrey and we
would also like to thadik Steve Kember(the Whyteleafe Manager), Steve Garland (the
Whyteleafe youth team manager), Alan Howland and all at Whyteleafe Football Club
for their help and hospitality.

RESULT: WHYTELEAFE YOUTH 5 v SWANSEA YWOUTH 2,

Clare,

Free installation ‘nonsense’

N one company on the
 Football League shortlist
of 10 ID-card suppliers will

install the systam for free —

for marketing use of the ID-
card membership list. “The
first question we asked the
companies was whether they

contrary to th would install the system for
Colin Mo s | free,” said the League’s com-
Minister, , in tmercial dirvector, Trevor
Thorpe. oo | Philips: “They all said no:

He has continually. coun- | The minister is talking non-
tered arguments that the cost | sense. There is going to be a
of the system could put clubs | significant cost to football. —

out “of ‘pusin

“up to £40 million — and thére

is.a danger that some clubs

‘'éould go out of business,”
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Ten Things You Never Knew About Robbie James !

Robbie Was born in Swansea on the 23 March 1957 .

Robbie is 5 feet 11 inches tall and "claims" to maintain a neat 13
stones during the footballing season .

He is of course an Aeries , although not particulary known for his
heading prowess in front of goal .

He does much unpuplicised charity work, mainly for research into obesity
and also the Alcohol Education Trust - to promote sensible drinking and
& healthier, fitter body .

Robbie is no relation to that past genius of comedy Sidney James , of
"Carry On" fame , although he bas watched him many times on television .

Did you know if Swansea City had purchased "King" Robbie from your
local friendly neighbourhood butcher at £1.87 a pound , the national
average for stewing steak , he would have cost the club only £240.34 ,
as opposed to the £35,000 + paid to Leicester City Football Club . (in
fairness to Mr Doug Sharpe this is easily enough said with the benefit
of hindsight and should in no way detract from an otherwise shrewd
purchase .) -

Although nicknamed "King® , Robbie has never been a fan of Elvis
Presley, and indeed holds no stock in the unfounded rumours of his being
alive and well

Although sharing the same christian name , and the same slight tendancy
to portlyness Robbie is no relation to the comedian Robbie Choltrane of
"Tutti- Frutti®" fame .

Robbie's favourite T.V programme is the B.B.C Diet Show .

10) If he hadn't have become a professional footballer Robbie would have

liked to have been either a steeple chase jockey , or an Aerobics
Instructer - " FIt FOR life "!

Fit For Life !

The White Swan 0f Snowdonia .



B The most sophisticated and powerful
KERBCLIMBING SCOOTA yet.

B New all round suspension for a

smooth ride.

i New powerful rear wheel drive to

_ transport you on most surfaces.

2, B8 Easilyand quickly dismantled

for transportation.

B Britain’s

largest

manufacturer

of powered

wheelchairs

and scootas.

FREE HOME

Please send me my FREE STERLING brochure.
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HORKOR MASK

Lifelike rubber mask showing
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have your famuly jumping out of
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| HARD BACK _
FULL SIZE soomxaun

144 PAGES

140 BB s

1st EDITION NEW TO THE U.K.

Packed full with over 140 colour photographs showing

you the art of lovemaking and how to heighten your

fulfilment even more. An informative book that reveals

? the secrets of sexual happiness and how to maximise |
pleasure between you and your partner. A book with §

‘<z NO restrictions! ) !

RE-

" WARNING

.. THESE ADULT BOOKS

< CONTAIN PICTURES AND
TEXTOF AN EXTREMELY

EXPLICIT NATURE. F THIS 8

LIKELY TO CAUSE OFFENCE

PLEASE DO NOT PURCHASE.
ALL BOOKS WiLL BE SENT
UNDER A PLAIN PACKAGE,




Sizzlingly sultry Pamella Bordes told yesterday how Swansea City chairman
Douglas Sharpe went wild for sex after sniffing a laove drug, only weeks
after her affair with Swansea City star Peter Bodak was exclusively
revealed. She said he would grab her and they would romp on the floor while
she wore only a pair of out-sized shorts belonging to an un-named member of
the Swansea City side.

“We never had full sex in the whole ten years I knew him", she stressed.
“l wouldn't-and he couldn't".

Pamella, 28, said she was a part time secratary in 1972 when she applied
for the position of ¥r Sharpe's Personal Assistant. He wrote back and
invited her for an interview at the Great Western Railway, Paddington, on
the Friday prior fto the Swansea City v Vest Ham fixture.

"Put he more interested in getting me into bed than he was Swansea City
into the first division", revealed Pamella.
"He said it's not what you know love, it's who you know".

Even though he had offered her the job Pamella was still umsure of him and
it's at this point he invited her down to Swansea for the weekend, and it
was here they shared their first passionate kiss, After this they met on a
regular basis.

"He always insisted I wore the Swansea City away kit-because he said he was
playing away from home anyway.

"] teased him because he always wore white Y-fronts and a string vest. He
used to chase me around his office shouting, HERE WE GO, HERE WE GO, HERE
WE GO!!' Bventually he would catch me and [ had to promise never. ever,

el
.

ever ta ask for my personel expenses
Pam said Sharpe inhaled from a small bottle of the love drug amil nitrate.
She added, "He'd go wild after using it. He'd put a ghetto blaster on his

shoulder and dance around to all the latest hits wearing nothing other than
an old jock-strap once owned by ¥yndham Evans".

Sharpe gave Pamella an allowance of £6.40 per week, plus one free 5 minute
off peak local telephone call, as well as a holiday in Barry Island before
they split last year,

"He maid if I ever told anyone about us he would get some heavies onto me
and find men such as Peter Bodak who would claim they slept with me-I no
longer give a toss".



Mr Sharpe refused to comment unless we paid him £50,000 for a ten minute .
interview, however other members of the Swansea club and public were not so .

cmman . ReLocTANT,

“] don't belive all these scandolous stories of Mr Sharpe throwing his
chopper and his wallet about in such seemingly obvious disregard to both
his personel safety, and that of the young lady in question", said Rabbai

Arfon Cohen Griffiths, of Swansea Synagogue where Mr Sharpe spends most
Saturday afternoons.

*I don't belive it, [ just don't bloody well belive it, first he cocks-up
my expenses, and now this bird causes him a right old cock-up! I'm sorry I
just don't bloody well belive it". That was the shocked reaction from Wales
and Swansea star Robbie James when we confrented him today.

The only person with the slightest suspicion was Mr Sharpe's banker, Mr
David Davies,

"] Knew something was wrong obviousely, but confidentiallity forbade me
from saying anything. Mr Sharpe was withdrawing in excess of £7.00 a week
from Swansea City funds, untouched since the days of John Toshak long gone.
But I just couldn't pinpoint exactly what was going on".

Mr Sharpe has refused to resign and will it seems persevere with his short
term plans of converting the Vetch into Europe's largest "Toys R Us®
superstore, and playing all of Swansea City's games at a new purpouse built
super stadium in Caersws, with easy access and exits to the AS and
Shrewsbury-only 80 miles from Swansea city centre.

Harry Harris-Man Of The People.
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_Things They Never Ever Said.

"On the ground lads, keep it on the ground"-Bobby Gould.

"Sorry..."-Mark Dennis.

"Name your price®”-Douglas Sharpe.

"Tonight's peformance was diabolical, bloody awful, Bryan Robson was a
F#x#ing disgrace and as for Peter Shilton i've always said he's past it
anyway. Nothing positive at all came from this bunch of w¥ikiis,
futhermore I resign."-Bobby Robson.

"Leaving Vest Brom was the biggest mistake of my life"-Steve Bull.

“Im always willing to listen, and to forgive and forget..."
~Terry Yorath.

"When's the draw for the European Cup Winners Cup"-Frank Burrows.

“Asaaaw, careful!"-Vinney Jones.

“Hen Vlad Fy Khadau..."-Pat Van Den Hauwe.

“Pint of Guiness please"-John Aldridge.

“When do we start pre-season training boss?"-Robbie James.

"Leave it keeper's ball..."-Dai Davies.

"I've made some real cock-ups when it comes to strikers, Ian
Vallace, Justin Fashanu, and Peter Ward to name but a few. But what
really hurts are the ones that got away, Trevor Francis, Tony Voodcock,
and one player who could have had it all, England caps, Golden Boot
Awards, P.F.A. and Football VWriters Awards, and International and
domestic recognition, Paul Raynor-the one that got away..."-Brian
Clough.

"Over 'ere on me head son"-Brian Flynn.

"How much do want for Stewart Phillips then?"-Johan Cryff.

"Have you heard the one about..."-Kenny Dalglish.

"Gin and slimline, ice and a slice..."-Paul Gasgoine.

“At the end of the day it's only a game, and the wife and kids will
always, always come first..."-Trevor Francis.

_THE VHITE SVAR QF SHOVWDONIA.



FRANKIE'S REVIEV OF SEASON 1988/80.

Hello Bluebirds and welcome to uncle Frankie's end of season review,
Firstly let me thank you the loyal fans for your continued suppourt, it's
always good to hear the fans' own voice and that's why I'm particulary
pleased that Cardiff City now has 4 “"fanzines" devoted to the club, yes
that's right one for each of you.

I expect you must all be delighted with the club's progress last season, so
agonisingly close to the play-offs, 16 more points and 10 places higher up
the league and we would have been there with a shout, oh well, never mind.
The jewel in the crown must be our glorious Velsh Cup run which saw us
reach round 5, sweeping aside all before us before narrowly losing 3-1 to
those GIANTS of English football, Kiddeminster Harriers, Mark my words
Bluebirds no one at Ninian was dissapointed to go out to such a class
outfit, they were definetely a class (or two) above us, and household names
such as Bancroft, Shilvock, Jones, and Boxall tore us apart with such
frightening ease. Let me tell you lads, I'm bloody pleased we don't have to
play that outfit twice a season.

Looking at the playing staff I was delighted with the progress made by some
of the lads. George Wood between the sticks has been re-capturing the form
that made him and East Sterling such a force in the early 1970s, who'll
ever forget his peformance in the Anglo Scottish Cup against Doncaster
Rovers? Special mention too goes to club captain Terry Boyle, who was only
dropped twice this season, and cried only once, well- done Tel! It's
goodbye though to Ian Walsh our star striker, lan of course also played for
Crystal Palace, Barnsley, Swansea, and Vales, and it's in recognition to
his great contribution to British football that we've granted him a free
transfer. It's goodbye as well to another ex-Velsh International, Nigel
Stevenson, who's pace off the mark was sadly never to match his speed in
leaving the Vetch. They will be sadly missed. Mark my words I'll be
stalking the Vetch Field this summer for more class pros.

On a more positive note you'll be delighted to hear that the board have
rejected a £16 bid from Connars Quay Nomads for the combined talents of
Phil Bater, and Steve Lynex. This serves only to underline that no matter
what over the odds silly money offered, this club will not part with it's
most prized assets. This speaks well for the future. Much has been made of
Swansea's return to Europe, worry not my lovely boys for I am now busily
negotiating a pre-season tour of Mongolia. A wonderful oppurtunity to
study at close proximity the skills and technique which saw their National
11 so narrowly lose out on goal difference to Tibet B, and Locomotive
LLanrwst in the Sherpa Tensing International Invitation Cup. VWhich
incidentally was won by the North Wales team! There is no substitute for
first class opposition and this club will never back down in it's face.

In closing, it's been a superb season and I see no reason whatsocever why
1989/1990 cannot be equally as succesful-Kiddeminster Harriers permitting.

FRARKIE BURROVS
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