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" BETTER THAN SEX

is stocked by The Comix Shop

in Picton Arcade

If you want to contribute to BETTER THAN SEX
M then your going to have to hand your
articles or letters to someone selling the
mag, or ring (0792) 885798 for a posting
address or to arrange a meet in the

Builders. This

is because the Post Office

MwﬁAHA haven’t given us a PO BOX number yet,
they still think we’re porno suppliers
despite having sent them back issues.

We will not however publish material which
is racist or encourages violence.

Muchos thanks to all those who wrote
articles for this issue as well as to all
those who suggested item.

Although BETTER
it does not nec
contributors o

contents

- BETTER THAN SEX

THAN SEX publishes articles
essarily follow that all the
r the editors agree with the

of this publication.

is 50p and if you’'re charged
more complain.

It’s been a long drag from the Hawthorns to here
but with a bit of luck it will have been worth
the wait. If the Swans go on this season 1like
they finished the last then the Jacks are in for
a storming time. The Swans at the end of 92/983
were at times a delight to watch, almost on a
par with the start of the season and that’s
saying something. The closed season departures
from the club were unsurprising (even the sale
of Little), apart from perhaps Steve McMahon who
on the few occasions he was on view in the first
team seemed a banker for the future. Agbooia,
Coughlin, Cullen and West 1leaving were more
predictable, although West would have got our
boot up his arse about 10 seconds after the
final whistle at the Hawthorns. Leggy’s leaving
was expected and should be heartily mourned, his
hardwork and perseverance earned him not only
rewards on the field but also off 1it, he’d
established himself as a firm favourite by the
end of last season. There can be no doubt that
as far as Legg was concerned the arrival of
Frank Burrows at the Vetch was on a par with the
arrival of Moses in Egypt for the Israelites. He
led Leggy out of the wilderness and no doubt
into the land of plenty (or a new BMW). 82/93
season was Leggs finest in a Swans shirt (and
therefore his finest ever), the peak of which
may have been his goal against Stoke which may
be the best goal ever scored at the VYetch, or
the equaliser against Cardiff - both of which
will give Legg a permanent place in our
memories.

No doubt about the big media gtory for the
closed season i.e. cCardiff City. The media are
up to their old tricks and 1its only to be
expected from the arsewipes, the editors
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maintain that only a campaign of boycott and
complaint will remove the spectre of bias from
Welsh sporting journalism.

In an atmosphere of speculation and rumour
Cardiff City crabbed the headlines for what they
didn’t do, they didn’t get a buyer, and they
didn’t sign any decent new players. Meanwhile
the Swans rebuilding remains unapplauded. The
signing of Torpey, Cook, and Hodge in particular
received not even a comment between
announcements of the cancellation of cricket and
Ratcliffs contract with Cardiff. The chase for
Pascoe was not covered because the Swans were
clear front runners, and no mention is made of
the ‘unofficial championship of Wales’ for
season 93/94, because this year there will be no
question of who’s the premier Welsh club ~ it’11
be who finishes highest in the league - and that
will be the Swans.

However the editors are not uncritical of our
local media. John Burgum ap:r - 3''s to have given
Up on inquiring journalism ai.. .ottled instead
for the happy life of the occasional
uninformative piece on the reserves fTixtures.
The Post sporting section has become tired and
dull. It’s time for a change of personnel at the
local rag and we urge you to write to the Post
demanding change so that the Jacks can get a
sports reporter prepared to dig into stories and
hassle our football club for more details of its
operations.

Season 93/94 is likely to be an interesting
gsason all round. The prospect of 4 league derby

matches is enough to wet the appetite, but the

thought that Swansea City F.C. may be able to
build on last season makes the average Jack foam
at the mouth. As John Cornforth might say -
ho’way the lads!

£ 1

FOR A FREE LIST. SEND A SAE. TO:

he] SdedethGTPOtsdkf&dS
b SnCGV]CFheONcaGCO = 0
o] O3dLC @304 o 8 2L 3 e
G LO~O0OLCZTECL o] G Gr= =00
x O bk Q- 3 43 8 Xe 3
@] [ e 42 | 2 T CB00d
G e 43 £ 42 (o] BQ~0O L@ b 32
- BOBBOIPED @ € o= Qo @
© Ohmoe CLODTL CL
< CELSAPELLD @ fallh 3 e 43
3 -3 X] 43 o © a
o] O O Q=03 o} b =
| o .etwdoseism &3 -
L) U] mmes CLLO L C @
Q —OL ESXK ™ @4 L e % @ =
b &3 ebhceowsr @ 4 mtoe
o] ~ 0 8L 3L o> 1] £ O % I >0 -
L X3 4 & r~0go e:w L G >
- -] O 4= g2 (g e £ E 0L M O D =
= & Q8= 006 C OO0 W (] b3 X & O©
bod e L CO>TO0LP B »te B O == 0a>
0 @ BT R O folk < k 3] QL& b vee @ o= O
«{ £ il sl | & 3 b (o} D 4 L wd
foe 43 B 3000 o @ O~ G B @B
5] COTWICOLDGr— 0O @ oL o .
{ TVEOL M 3¢ o @ zLOs 0
e )} ¥ DO~ QO DWW~ @
< L P 0L E 3 X AP~ 0 ). DG
[#1} ° e epe @ 30 rsom 43 X 3
o O uhhnoatr“oio QO 4 Mio
<O Z TP OBVL 0O E00C OO0 CL~

ZINES iy
ER FANZINES f@

HUGE SELECTION OF 4 &3
FANZINES NOW AVAIABLE

PO. BOX 97, SHIEFFIELD, S12 8JY




* THINGS THEY NEVER SAID

- 3 « =z v =
8z .7z @z
4
80 Ig&( %d.
[ - 0
] 0O X 5 X
(s} X0 Q nw o
O cC O 0< ¢ <
0 - €T - L]
B O
D ot i = @ =3
< uge L
» C 0 ct + 0
3co » 3
B [V e
B 0o< L
. Qg .
. c «Q
. 83 [so i ]
. Ja@Q '18
. Q_m -t
. [ng [ e g
s gé 5.
- .
[44] m3
o s Z3
Lot £ = N oed
[ 3 3¢
~ bl 30
< S et o
O Mo o Q
c®
S 3 Q
ot «Q 3
3 =g o
(] . ? &
k4 N 3
-l LI
) B4
2 . )
° 5
4]
< A 3
o [
4 ]

"e4nbiy

usi{ng Auojg -
jous " wyn- - -

‘ou Ajelsul jep
A14nd B ueyl pue Buirzooq 3nc jubiu vy

Aw Buryolzem w, 1

fLem

CARDIFF CITIES NEW OWNERS

SIT DOWN TO DISCUSS
CLUBS FUTURE
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JUST A NOTE :-
Congratulations to Ian

Walsh, who introduced a
note of sanity to Welsh
media speculation on the
possible fortunes of the
Welsh 1league clubs in the
new season. Asked to give
his opinion he said that he
saw Swansea City as good
candidates for promotion,
Wrexhams season he viewed
optimistically, and Cardiff
Citys chances he felt were
being blighted by the off
the field headlines. At
last someone who wants to

express professional
opinion as oppossed to
blurting out his own

personal alliegances. Bob
Humphries take note. The
big question is, will 1Ian

Walsh still have his*job’jquhjgkh*w

a month?




ATTEMPTS BY THc CLUBS IN THE LOWER LEAGUES TO FORCE A
CHANGE IN THE WAY TRANSFER FEES ARE ARRIVED AT VIa
TRIBUNALS FAILED DURING THE CLOSED SEASON. THE F.A. THREW
OUT THE PROPOSALS COMMENTING THAT THEY WOULD LEAD 7O
SMALLER CLUBS DRAINING THE RESOURCES OF THE BIGGER CLUBS,
BECAUSE THE LIKELIHOOD WOULD BE HIGHER FEES PAID TO THE
SELLING CLUB. THi: SAD FACT IS THAT THE PROPOSAL WOULD HAVE
MEANT A MORE REALISTIC VALUATION OF A PLAYERS PRICE. THE
F.A. HAVE IN FACT ADMITTED THAT THE CURRENT SYSTEM IS
UNFAIR, BUT GIVEN THAT THEY'REF NOW ONLY CONCERNED WITH THE
INTERESTS OF THE B1G CLUBS AND THE PREMIER LEAGUE THEY'VE
USED THEIR INFLUENCE TO SHELVE THE PROPOSAL.

ONCE AGAIN THE WALES ON SUNDAY FINDS IT IRRESISTIBLE TO
AVOID A DIG AT YHE JACKS. IN AN ARTICLE ON  BOTH CARDIFF
AND SWANSEA FAHS IT DEVOTES MUCH SPATT 7O PRAISING THE
CARDIFF SUPPORT WITH ITS AYATOLAH CHANT.  BELOW IN A
SMALLER ARTICLF SWANSEA SUPPORTERS ARF TICKED OFF FOR
THEIR BAD BEHAVIOUR DURING THE SFASON. SOMEWHERE ALONG THE
LINE THE TITLE OF "AWAY DAY STURMTRUUPERS® IS GIVEN TO THE
JACK ARMY. WHILST NOT DENYING [HAT SWANSEA’S HOOLIGANS HAD
A BIT OF A FIELD DAY 1IN 82/¢3 IT’S A SAD REFLECTION ON THE
MEDIA WHEN THEY IGNORE PAST HOOLIGAN TWCIDENTS BY CARDIFF
FANS; LIKE THE NEAR RIOT ON- THE KINGSWAY, THE PITCH
INVASION AT LT#EOLN AND THE FIGHTING IN THE STANDS AT
BRISTOL, BECAUUCE CARDIFF FANS HAVE DEC'DED TO JUMP UP AND
DOWN BANGING THEIR HEADS. 1IT’S FAIR TO SAY THAT ALL CLUBS
HAVE THEIR SHARE OF ‘AWAY DAY STORMTHOOPERS’, WHAT IT’S
NOT FAIR TO DO 13 LABEL ONE GROUP BECAUSE OF THE ACTIONS
OF A MINORITY WHILST IGNORING THE BEHAVIOUR OF MINORITIES
ELSEWHERE.
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HAVING A JACK MOLE ON THE COUNCIL IS INTERESTING INDEED.
IT APPEARS THAT THE LONG PROMISED IMPROVEMENTS TO THE
VETCH FIELD WILL BE DELAYED. BY ABOUT 14 MONTHS AT LAST
ESTIMATE. OUR CLUB HAS EITHER FORGOTTEN {(HA HA)} OR NOT
BOTHERED TO APPLY FOR THE PLANNING PERMISSION REQUIRED 7O
INSTALL SOMETHING AS SIMPLE AS A NEW TOILET. IT SEEMS THAT
THE MUCH NEEDED MODERNISATION DEPENDS MORE ON THE SALE = OF
THE OLD GAS WORKS SITE THAN ON THE NEEDS OF THE FANS, WITH
A DEAL BEING CONSTRUCTED THAT WILL INVOLVE UPPING STICKS
AND TROTTING OVER TO MORFA AND A HOUSING COMPLEX SPRINGING
UP WHERE THE VETCH STANDS.

A REAL STINKER THIS ONE. IT APPEARS THAT THEM IN THE KNOW
ABOUT COMPANY ACCOUNTS ARE THE NOT IN THE LEAST IMPRESSED
BY RICK WRIGHTS GENEROUS GESTURE TO GIVE HIS SHARES AWAY
TO THE JUNIOR BLUEBIRDS. IT SEEMS THAT HIS GENEROSITY WONT
EXTEND AS FAR AS THE TAX MAN BECAUSE HIS GIFT TGO THE FANS
PROVIDES A NICE LITTLE TAX WRITE (SHOULD THAT BE WRIGHT)
OFF.

GETTING THEIR PRIORITIES STRAIGHT WERE A GROUP OF SWANSEA
CITY COUNCILLORS RECENTLY OVERHEARD CHATTING 1IN THE
GUILDHALL CORRIDORS. THEY WERE DEAD KEEN TO SEE OUR CLUB
MOVING TO THE MORFA WASTELANDS. WHY, YOU MAY ASK, ARE THEY
SO KEEN. THE ANSWER LIES IN THE FACT THAT THEY'’RE DIE HARD
RUGBY FANS, AND ON DAYS WHEN THE WHITES AND THE SWANS PLAY
AT HOME PARKING CLOSE TO ST.HELENS IS BLOODY IMPOSSIBLE,
THAT’S WHY. NICE TO HEAR THAT THEY OUR CLUBS FUTURE HOME

"MAY BE IN SUCH UN-PARTIZAN HANDS.

APPARENTLY THE DEPARTURE OF RUSSELL COUGHLIN TO EXETER HAS
MORE TO DO WITH THE SHARPES AVOIDING THE FEEL OF RUSSELLS
STUDS SCRAPING DOWN THEIR SHINS. RUSSELL WAS AS HARD
HITTING OFF THE FIELD AS HE WAS ON IT. AS ANYONE CHATTING -
TO HIM IN THE BAR AFTER TRAINING IN MORFA WILL KNOW, HE

HAD PRETTY FORTHRIGHT VIEWS ON SOME OF THE CLUBS RECENT

ADDITIONS. 1IN ORDER TO AVOID THE OFF THE FIELD EQUIVALENT

OF A DROP BALL, WITH RUSS LINING UP OPPOSITE THEM, STUDS

AT THE READY, THE SHARPES DECIDED TO WAIVE GOODBYE TO ONE

OF SWANSEA’S FAVOURITES. SNIFFERS ARE ALREADY IN PURSUIT

OF THE MAN RUSSELL FOR MORE SMELLY DETAILS.
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WHAT’S IT LIKE TO
| BE A GOG 7?2?27 ...

If you're brought up in a
family where vour father
is one of the longest
running season ticket
holders of Wrexham F.C.,
and your mother washed
the first team shirts
free of charge for 15
years it’s a fare bet you
will grow up a Wrexham
fan. And I was, and I
did. There have heen some
highs and lows 1in
following Wrexham through
the years, my werst
moment came onh a train
back from Crewe some
years back now. We'd
lost again and I'd had
enough, my father got a
earful about how he could
have brought me up a
Liverpool fan, and then
how happy I would be. My
father lost his temper
for almost the first time
I could remember, whacked
me across the back of the
head and said, ‘have I
brought you up s fuckin
English, remember
Llewslyn and be gratsful
you're not a pit boy’® -
my father called all
those from the South ‘pit
boys’. 1'd obviously
touched a raw nerve, and
a nerve that is still
Jjust as sensitive with
Reds fans. For every one
person from Wrexham who I
know follows thoe Reds I
know at least one other
who makes the regular
trip into England to
follow one of tne many

g
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Well we decided to
ask one, a regular at
Wales games. Here are
his vViews on the -
troubles down South
and 1Tife in general.

Moz gt

"English clubs within an

easy train ride away.

Many still support
Wrexham, but more in the
way of a second team. At
times when success
beckons this situation is
even harder to bear and
many wounds tha! appeared
during Wrexhams recent
promotion seasorn will
take a long time to heal.

Viewed from North Wales
the arguements in the
South ahout press bias
seem but a drop in the
ocean compared to our w
troubles. In the area i
that I live you gat

better reception on the

English regional T.vV.

than on the Welsh

channels. The press (

T.V. or otherwise) view

Wrexham as very much the

fourth club in Wiles and

the occassional paragraph

is all Reds fan:z can

expect. For us in the

North, East v West

doesn’t count, Merthyr

get more coverage than

us.

et

We also suffer a greater
loss of players than
either of our league
rivals in wales. 2lubs
like United, Liverpool,
Everton etc. havz easy
access to our youngsters
and the local grounds
where normally the local
club would pick up
available talent. This
makes it even more
remarkable that Wrexham
are surviving let alone
daveloping a classy young
side. Swansea losing Des
Lyttle and Cardiff's fear
over losing Nathan Blake
are nothing when you have
teams like United or
Liverpool heavy breathing
over your youngsters.

.DCﬁ problems don’t stop

there, many of ina local
club sides play in
weekend leagues =scross
the border, and the cream
of local club talent play
in the better organised

and more prestigious
English cliub leaqgues.

In this atmosphere of
being the small club
battling against the odds
it seems ridiculous to us
Reds fans that the
rivalry between Cardiff
and Swansea extends to
Wales games. Knowing as I
do both Cardiff and
Swansea fans it is an
awkward moment at Wales
games when we ali meet up
for a drink befcre the
game, I wonder iV they'll
try and kill each other.
Of course they con’t as
we’ve been mates for
years, but there are some
that will, Reds fans
usually stand back in
dibelief when the Taffs v
Jacks thing gets going at
Wales games. Personally I
remember my fatlers words
(well some of th:m
anyway), ‘remember
Llewselyn’.

10 REASON WHY DOUGIE SHOULD STAY AS
CHAIRMAN OF THE SWANS .............

1) THE SONG “ HE’S FAT, HE’S ROUND,
HE’S WORTH A MILLION POUND ", MIGHT NOT
APPLY TO SOMEONE ELSE.

2) UHM,...ER....??2?

Note: sorry but this article ends here as
our contributor ran out of inspiration.
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i hate to admit it but perhaps
(just perhaps), the rabble that
follow the scum are capable of
seeing a little further than up
rick wrights ringpeice... the
fact that on the day season
tickets at ninian park went on
sale only 34 were sold may show
that little enthusiasm has been
drummed up at the palace of
mediocre football by the
rantings of old baldy wrighty
himseif... the scum loving rags
are now less enthusiastic than
they were at the end of kerdiffs
‘glorious season’ (top of the
shit heap) but those that
occasionally glance at that over
sized bog roll that is the
Western Mail, will know that
once the season starts the hacks
will be falling over themselves
to be first in the gueue to
print their deluded scribblings,
aimed at boosting not their
papers circulation but the gates
at ninian park... with the
handing over of slaphead
wrightys shares to the young
bluebirds we can at least look
forward to a season free of the
utter hype that was rick
wright...

1t is said he achieved
everything he set out to achieve
- well so he should have, after
all his ‘greatest’ achievement
i.e. promotion and the
championship was hardly going to
be a stern test... the

etc... all rick wright has done
is show the welsh football media
up to be a rather grubby branch
of the the scum supporters club,
and for season 93/94 kerdiff
fans will have the novel
experience of playing in a
league where they may at least
have the opportunity to be
thrashed by some decent football
teams. ..

with the wrangles over the
future of their senior team, and
their inability to attract new
talent other than by picking up
Swanseas seconds (note brazil,
james) and players who should
know better and retire
{(aizlewood, ratcliff, thompson),
the myth that somehow kerdiff
are building for the future is
exploded. ..

the bonus fiasco should be
exposed for what it was - plain
nonsense... on the day of the
welsh cup final wright announced
an insurance policy he’d taken
out that day to pay bonus’s of
around £500,000 to the players
if they were to win the cup...
it was obvious that this was
pure hype, i mean what insurance
company would have taken the
business when cardiff were about
to play rhy1?7? much as we hoped
for an upset one was never on
the cards, yet the media in
their usual brown cheese way
swallowed it up and joined in
the circus... the only
consequence of wrights sales
technigue was to throw further
spotlight onto the welsh clubs
"backdoor into eurocpe’...
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ironic then that when the shic
did hit the fan wright in his
own laughable way sought to make.
it into mores sales banter for
the closed season... whilst
Swansua and Wrexham took stock
and applied pressure for the
waelsh f.&a. to seek a reversal of
the decision to stop Swansea and
the rest qualifying for europe:
via the welsh cup, rick wright
prophesied kerdiffs exit to the'
league of Wales and future
european domination... much
belly laughing was had in my
local Llanelli watering hole...
but th:s all came to an abrupt
end when it was realised that
the media hadn’'t seen the
joketi it

we didn’'t have to wait long.

nhowever for the fun to start:

again, and wrights next littls
corker was guaranteed to gst
even the most hardened scum
worshijpsers giggling themselves
gilly... mr.generous himself
handed all his shares over to
the clubs young supporters...
the very same shares he couldn’t

off locad on those able to choose -

whether tney wanted them or not,
the same ones that had halved 1in

price the month before... wright -
got out while the going was
good. .. any worthwhile scrutiny

of tha books will i feel sure
reveal that generosity played no
part in the calculations of mr.

wright, the good days were |

likely to end as kerdiff faced
the reaiity of life amongst reai
compet tion... the running of
the club is now in the hands of
a management board and not as we
would be had to believe in the
hands of all the little boys and
girlg of kerdiff city... the
fact i8 that at any other club
rick wright would not have
suycceeded in staying around as
long as he has, but :n wale:s
it’g different... anyone in
control aut kerdiff can rely on a
healthy rrod from the suckers in
the mecia and this he lped keep
vhe ship afloat for rick
zw¢mﬁn..,

no~one can doubt that he 1s a
skilled businessman, it’'s
because of this that he decided
to get out, realising that it
takes lot more then blarney to
make a club successful long term
he’s left that side of things
yet to be sorted...

unfortunately for kerdiff fans
what rick wright has left behind
i8 nc more pleasant than the
packet my dog dumps every
morning on next doors lawn...the
departure of key players,
injury, a weak squad and the
arrival of players who will be
Tucky to see the end of the
season without a zimmer frame
means cardiff fans have not a
Ict to look forward to...

one thirg though, i must admit
to a soft spot for the oid
boy... he provided me and my
mates with many a good reason to
piss ourselves laughing...
luckily though we can now look
forward to the type of season we
all rem.mber - one where we can
all piss ocursselvee laughing at
kerdiffs on the field rather
than off the field antics...;

mention for the Cwmbran Jacks|
ho ehine 1ike a beacon 1in the
barren wastes of East Wales. They

Bwere in evidence on the recent

trip to York, miong with crews
from Bridgend and Pontypridd. AV1 ]
ere in fine fettle and made
themselves heard on the terraces. |
The Cwmbran Jacke also deserve a

mention for entertaining . this
particular Jack outside a certain
in Worcester at 11 o’clock

The day was |

when

the Cwmbran Jacks burst into song
waking me up (end probably half

the population of Worcester),|
with a terrace anthem I°ve not
theard before but look forward to
hearing again.
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I've:been living in America now
since the City were last on
their way from fourth to third,
twins and no job to come back to
mean that it is unlikely that I
will become a permanent
inhabitant of Wales again, so
I'm stuck with America. It’s not
a bad place all in all apart
from the fact that there’s no
football. There’s something
called football which 1is 0.K.
when you first ses it, all the
tacklses remind me of Tommy Smith
on Ardilias and they show MTV
during the intervals. Eventually
though it wears you down, the
rules are comp Licated wheaen
you're sober but after a few
CC’s (local fire water) they can
drive you mad. When its was
announced then that the States
is to host the '94 world cup 1
had to sink several beers to get
over the shock, because until
they announced it I'd heard
nothing about it. And I mean
nothing. Now 1it’s only from
buying British papers imported
that I can keep up with the
world cup qualifiers as no paper
here is interested in taking the
story.

There’s no fuss either about
whether or not the States should
host the cup. The British press
seems angry enough but for my
American friends in the breweary
bar its a lot of fuss about
nothing. To them the U.S. paid
the most, they’1l do the job and
that’s that. Most of them (in
fact all of them) have toid me
that they won’t be watching the
world cup, this is no bad thing
for football fans from other

nations because it means that
tickets will be available - but
as for football, it's certainly
going to suffer. I thought that
the tournament held here
recently betwaen the U.s.,
Brazitl, Germany and England
would stir my neighbours into at
least looking at the papers for
the results. Problem was that
even if they were interested
they would have had difficulty
finding them between college
baseball and water polo.

Strange then that when I looked
at the listings for the CNN
sports programmes during the

3

tournament it was actually required by the U.S. team to
listed to be shown, 1ive (but overcoma the English. The rest:
with breaks every 15 mins.). So of the tournament passed by
I watched it. Oddly enough CHNN largely unnoticed, as will the
for some reason have in the past world cup I've no doubt. Still
also carried some coverage of I'm not going to complain
Wales v Germany (2 mins) at the because it looks like Wales will
Arms Park, but not the goal, and be qualifying for the first time
the U.S.S.R.’s last match as a since 1 can remember and I '11
unified team. be here already.

The States victory over England I look forward to seeing my old
produced something approaching buddies from the Park and

interest, but my district indulging in more than a Jittle
newspaper devoted half its ‘hwyl a spree’ - something
coverage to statistics on number that’s sadly lacking from
of free kicks, stoppages etc. Americas preparations for the
and did no justice to the effort greatest event in the

footballing diary.

The Inoteenoent Traverung Swans

The Non Profit Making Travel Club

Head Quarters:

The New Wyndham,
Oxford Street,
Swansea.

, Telephone:
Tony: (0792) 588297
David: (0792) 799990

BOOKINGS FOR AWAY TRAVEL WITH THE
INDEPENDENT TRAVELLING SWANS
(TITS) CAN ALSO BE MADE BEFORE AND
AFTER HOME MATCHES 1IN THE NEW
WYNDHAM
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Mickey Thomas’s long career seems to have
come to an end. Unless that is “the governor’
decides to wﬁox him for the prison side.
The governor' is on record as saying that he
congiders Mickey as too old, perhaps ’‘the
governor' should swap places with Terry
Yorath, that way Mickey would definetely
get the nod given Yoraths tendency to pick
players who,ve passed their sell by date.

We shouldn’t however mock the misfortune of
others 1i.e. Mickey ‘screwdriver butt’
Thomas who usually does his screwing up a
lane in the back of a car. Whilst a guest
of Her Majesties prisons we feel sure that
Mickey will have a different type of screw

on his mind for the next few months,
i.e. the type that weilds a baton » and may
well end up with something other than a
screwdriver up his butt unless he’s
carefull in the showers. Ah well let’s hope
he’s kept his sense of humour.

Mickey Thomas, a funny guy, well ves it’'s
true! On his way into the court to be
sentenced Mickey turns to a copper and
asks, ‘can you change a tenner pal’, and
that’s straight up. Pity the Judge didn’t
see the funny side and sent Mickey straight
down.
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JUST A NOTE :-

Discussion on the terraces
during the half time break at
the Watford friendly strayed to
something other than the 0-2
scoreline. One terrace wit was
moved to comment on Rick
Wrights share give away to the
kiddies of Cardiff City. It
was, he said, a clear case of
child abuse.

ROBIN SHARPE WAKES UP ONE
MORNING TO DISCOVER HE HAS

A TREE WHERE HIS BRAIN SHOULD
BE
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JUST A NOTE :-

Once again we have to give a big

mention to the
bastards”®. Not
the drinking

ruining

*fuckin moaning
content with
session

prior to the Watford game with
moans about the colour of the
beer the very same whinging gits

proceeded to

spread gloom and

doom amongst the Jacks on the

East terraces.

Compiaints that the

‘Swans aren’t up to much’ and,
‘if this is all we've got we’re

going down’

certainly were not

welcome coming only 11 minutes
into the new season. 1Is this a
record or are there other tales

to tell?

ouU REA

{ie mag. "When Zaturday
Comes’ re ty cerried ocut a
fan satisfactien suIrvey. They
rated esatisfastien with alj
the league clubs parformances,
both on and off the field and

er% —&)&u

o,

averaged out the results to

give league tables. The
resuits were a mixed bag for
the We.sh clube with some
interesting questions rajsed.
Overall 1in the 2nd division
the 8wans finished 1in the
bottom half, their overall
performance suffered because
of fan dissatisefaction with
the admin. elde of things
{(rated in the left hand column
- the Jower the score the
greater the satisfaction),

PY 97

fans ware in genera! sad and
irritated with the clubs
administration. On the playing
front (other column) things
looked better, fans were
reasonably content.

Cardiff City and Wrexham on
the other hand finished 1st
and 2nd in the league for the
3rd division. Quite rightly
the funs were satisfiod with
the pleying performancas, in
fact they were very happy, the
‘results for satisfaction on
the admin. side showed the
fans to be reasonably content.
This is surprising given
recent events at both clubs
off the field, culminating in
& recwunt protest by Cardiff
fans.

I#

The results in the 3rd
division may show how much
satisfaslion with the behind
the scones activities of the
club dapends on playing
Success, however this is not
bourn out by the Swans
results. where success has not
been reflected in confidence
in the edministrators. I would
say it probably has more to do
with the faith tha fans have
in the person in charge. Doug
Sharps is not the woir lds best
communicator and suffers for
it in the way the tans Tack
confidence in him. e’s also
made some major blunders in
his time as chaiimas, not

"least 1 would say the

reappoin:nent of Terrv Yorath
and his failure to acaquately
explain the clubs ficancial
difficuigies.

It has to be said however that
Swansea City F.C. at the
moment <eems to be the least
troubled of all the Welsh

clubs, the  finances appear
healthy if you listen to
Burrows and Sharpe,

(personally I prefer to listen
to Burrews), contracts have
been sioned, players are being
bought «nd all in all S.C.F.C.
gives the impression of being
a smooithly run ship,

Exeter (19) 353 335
‘Bradford City (10) 3.55 2.35
“Chester (24) .~ 3.75 . 4.50 -
‘Swansea (5)  3.80 1.60
. Preston (21) 3.90...4.00.
©Hull (20) ..3.01 418

Mansfield (22)  4.00 4.00

Third Division:  Admin - Team

Cardiff (1) 1.68 "1.11
Wrexham (2) 1.73 1.09
Walsall (5) 200 180
. Lincoln (8) 212 3.50

Rochdale (11) 2.20 M.Ao

In contrast Wrexham and
Cardiff are at the moment
washing their emalls in
public, which is a shame given
that they’re starting the
season with fans optimism
apparently high. In Cardiff’s
case, and Jooking on as an
outsider, it appears the
problems revolve around Rick
Wright, Wrexham’s difficultias
howaver seem to stem from the
inevitable financial balancing
act that has to ba carvied on
by all lower league clut.s.

Although it may pleasse
football club chairmen to see
that satisfaction with their
clubs administrative set up is
high, 'm certain that a high
degree of distrust is far more
healthy in the dirty world of
running a football club.
Parsonaliy I found it quite
satisfying to see that the
majority of fans were aither,
80,80 or sad and jrritated by
their clubs administration. It
shows that football fans are
unwilling to trust people that
are Tikely to sall major
chunks of a successful team
(a-la Dougie). I hope for the
sake of the future of Welgh
football that come - next
seasons survey Cardiff and
Wrexham fans remains very
happy with their team, but
become sad and irritated or
downright furious with tha
backroom boys who as a ruls
should only be trusted to shit
on you from a great hoiaht. ’
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